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State; but he believed, from some knowledge 
which had come within his reach, that there were | 
about twenty-five hundred Indians on the reser- 
vations; and that wild Indians were being brought 
in, either rapidly or océasionally, to add to the 
twenty-five hundred. I said that this was a 
emailer number than we might reasonably have | 
expected since the policy had been put into oper- 
ation—this being its third year; but I would let 
that pass, and I-did not vote against that appro- | 
iation; for [ could not say that $85,000 was an | 
unreasonable appropriation for that object. 
When we came to the next item, making ap- | 
propriation for the California reservations, I 
asked for information modestly, not intending to 
he offensive in my mode of proceeding towards 
the Senator from Virginia, or the committee of 
which he is the head. I asked for some inform- | 
gtion in relation to the progress of the policy | 
which had been inaugurated two or three years 
azo in California. I did not oppose the appro- 
nriation forthat State. It was passed sub silentio, | 
in part on the information given by the Senator 
from California, [Mr. Wexver,] that there were 
four or five reservations in that State, and that, as 
far as his information extended, there was not a 
great number of Indians located on these reserva- | 
tions; Lut that they were in the neighborhood in 





reat numbers, and that in the season when the |! 
grea ! ’ 


acorns, their ordinary source of subsistence, were 
exhausted, they would come into the reservations | 
to get supplies; but how many were permanently 

located on the reservations he did not know. 

Mr. WELLER. 
glX thousand. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But that was con- 
jecture. The Senator from Virginia knew noth- | 
ing. Just as he stated in reference to the appro- | 
priations asked for in Texas, he was in regard to 
those for California, uniformed, except by the 
estimates; but still the committee had thought 
proper to cut down the estimates. This I de- 
nominated as somewhat of an arbitrary proceed- 
ing, founded upon no just information. I think 
now, as | thought then, that the information 
upon that subject ought to be specific and in Ge 
tail. Weought to know what has been the prog- 
ress of this policy in California—what has been 
done in its third year. ‘The Senator from Cali- 
fornia told us that one year there were thirteen 
hundred acres in wheat. e 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will refer to 
the documents from Superintendent Henley, he 
will find a great deal on the subject. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 am not denfing 
that: but I think that information was not in the 
possession of the Senator from Virginia any more 
than of myself when I took my exceptions. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say in regard to that 
point, that I had the general impressions of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs in reference to it, 
but [had not the special report of Superintendent 

enley. It turns out, however, that it was pub- | 


lished, and ought to have been in the possession || 


of both of us. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The honorable Sen- 
ator ought to do me the justice to say that he was 
asignorant as] was. It is not more than ten 
days,as the Senator from California has admitted, 
since the document was printed and laid on our 
tables. It never was before the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. It was not to be presumed that 
we could have the knowledge of this report. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot admit the 


enator’s | 


Statement in regard to myself, because he says he | 
hever read the report of the Commissioner of || 


ndian Affairs,and I had read the report, but not 
tig 2ecompanying documents. 
. Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. That was general 
information, to be sure, Which I had not. It had | 
not been laid before me. The subject has not 

een before the Committee on Indian Affairs in | 
the few meetings that we have had since the doc- | 
ument was printed. I bave inquired whether, | 
according to custom, the report of the Commis- 
‘loner of Indian Affairs has been printed sepa- | 
rately, and I am informed that it haa not been. | 
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|; cated with the President’s message. 


|} ator from California. 


I said some five thousand or || 
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|| There are three hundred pages of the report of 


the Commissioner of Indian Affairs transmitted 
| in one of the large volumes of matter communi- 
It was a 
| sealed book not only to me, but to the Senate 
generally, until within the last few days. 

| Mr. WELLER. If the Senator from Tennes- 
| see desires any information now in regard to the 
| reservations in California, I can furnish it to him. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 am replying to 
the Senator from Virginia. He saysthat I should 


' ? - ° 
| have referred to the document before assailing 


these appropriations. I say again he doe# me 
injustice. I stated then that I was not prepared 
| to vote against any one of them; but I wanted 
| information on the subject. 
| to examine the report of Superintendent Henley. 
The fact is, that I did not expect this subject 
would come up to-day, or I might have been more 
particular; nor could I have anticipated the attack 
| which has been made on my course in relation 
| to this bill by the Senator from Virginia. 
not see in the report of Mr. Henley any specific 
details, but he gives us something of the progress 
of the location of the Indians. 


Mr. HUNTER. He gives the numbers in each 


| reservation, and states the whole at about ten | 


| thousand. 
| Mr. BELL, ofTennessee. I did not vote against 
| the appropriations forthe California Indians, rely- 
| ing on the information communicated by the Sen- 
I find in Mr. Henley’s re- 
port as to one reservation, he says, ‘‘the reser- 
vation is in a prosperous condition. The number 
| of Indians who reside here is seven hundred.”’ 
| He next refers to other reservations, and says, 
‘there are about three thousand Indians in the 
vicinity ofthese farms.’’ If were to criticise this 
report of the superintendent I would not know 
| whether all the seven hundred Indians resided on 
| the first reservation, for afterwards he speaks of 
three thousand residing in the vicinity. 
| Mr. WELLER. 
| the first part of the President’s message and doc- 
| uments, the Senator will find this statement by 
| Mr. Henley: 
| * "Ihe number of Indians now collected and residing upon 
reservations is: 


| 

ee NASA eT CL eo eer ee 2,500 

NR ec cusidiwg 6 eer di/s0.ceale bnew be enh 2,000 

E+ SAR OE. 0 ocb.0 000.090 osvanweceesecc ineeeber 900 

| BS BROSIG esnc sv asipes coscce cpnvestoseeounccoesececes 900 
FEE NON ss ives acs Se uededé tence butchers wok 700 

| At Nome Cult valley. (attached to Nome Lacke).3,000 

| At King’s river, (attached to Fresno)........+. — 

| Making in aH.......... Stan venavededic aa@eus 10,000” 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Are those Indians 
| fixed and residing on farms? Are they cultiva- 
| ting the land? Itisnotstated here that the Indians 


| are regular laborers on these farms, and I perceive | 


| that the appropriations ask for white laborers. 

| Mr. WELLER. Overseers. 

| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The amendments 

speak of ** laborers,’’ not of overseers. But] do 
not mean to dwell on these details. I did not 
make any opposition to the appropriation for the 

| California reservations. I relied on the general 

representation of the Senator from California, that 
| although there were nota greatnumber of Indians 
permanently located on these reservations during 
| the year, they resort there from the neighboring 


forest give out. I did not say anything against 
that appropriation, supposing that $162,000 might 
be important for the five or six reservations in that 
State, although I thought we had not sufficient in- 
formation in regard to the progress of the system. 
I find no comparison between the number there 
this year and last year; and because we had not 
information of this kind, I said that I thought the 
Senator from Virginia was acting arbitrarily,in 
cutting down the estimates. 

When I came to the Territories of Washington 
and Oregon, I did not even say that | was pre- 
| pared to vote against the appropriations there 
| proposed, but I desired information. The Sen- 
| ator from Virginia proposes large appropriations 
| for deficiencies for these Territories. 








I have not had time | 


I do | 


By referring to page 796 of | 


| mountains when the supplies furnished by the | 
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Mr: HUNTER. Ihave been admonished that 
l ought to correct the gentleman. We did not 
cut down the estimates, but it was done on con- 
sultation with the Department. Those estimates 
were not items in regard to the support of Indians, 
but items on which judgment could be exercised. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But then the Sen- 
ator had no specific information to communicate, 
and he reminded the Senate that the estimates had 
been reduced. 

Mr. HUNTER. I meant the general estimates 
for the Indian service—other things besides the 
appropriations for the reservations. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Now we come to 
Washington and Oregon Territories. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia says that I voted for these 
appropriations hevetolents and that they were 
made for California yd Texas without objec- 
tion. I stated the othér day, that when this pol- 
icy was proposed two or three years ago, | sup- 
ported it. I had high hopes of its success. It 
was but an experiment, and was so announced 
by the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. That committee had the subject under 
consideration, and proposed the policy as an ex- 
periment the first year it came up. The Senator 
says, that when the next annual appropriation 
for the same object was proposed, | offered no 
objection. Certainly I did not; because the ex- 
periment had been commenced and the advocates 
of this policy supposed that the large expend- 
itures with which we began it would gradually 
diminish; and that if it was successful, the Indi- 
ans would be able in two, or three, or four years, 
to subsist themselves by their own labor. We 

proceeded on the idea that it was compelling the 
Yndians by a sort of necessity to become agricul- 
turists; that we would aid them fora while, for 
a few years, so as to see what the result of the 
system promised to be. It was not designed, 
when the policy was initiated, to have a standing 
appropriation for the subsistence of the Indians 
on the reservations. It was supposed that an 
appropriation might be occasionally necessary to 
come in aid as an auxiliary fund for their sub- 
sistence, in any year in which they might be de- 
ficient in the products of their own labor. It 
was supposed that some years there would be 
short crops on account of drought, and that of 
course would afford reason for an appropriation. 
Now, in the third year of this policy, | did not 
propose to stop the appropriations, but | merel 
asked, niedesdiin as | think | had a right to wwe 
according to parliamentary usage, without mean- 
ing any offense to the Senator from Virginia, that 
we should be furnished with some information 
as tothe progress‘of this policy, that we might 
see whether it was worth pursuing and what it 
promised in the future. He was not prepared to 
give the information, and seems to take excep- 
tions that he should be called upon for it. The 
feeling of the Senator is evident. He seems to 
be surprised at the general views which | threw 
out questioning his infallibility, though 1 know 
he did not mean that. He retorts on me that, 
being a member of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, | ought to be presumed to be more familiar 
with this subject. What subject? The progress 
of this policy and the information on which the 
Department founded these estimates and the Com- 
mittee on Finance felt themselves constrained to 
adopt them! That was all | asked, and I think 
it was only a reasonable request. 

But, sir, the Senator says he never heard of 
my opposing an appropriation for the Cherokees, 
Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws. I believe 
he scarcely ever did. I believe that, in respect to 
the annuities and grants made to these Indians 
by treaties, in consideration of their lands, I have 
gone to such extent only as I thought justice 
demanded. Look at the fine country which the 
Cherokees and Chickasaws and Choctaws for- 
merly occupied and gave up. I do not know that 
I ever voted to appropriate a single dollar to them 
that was not fairly authorized by the treaties 
which we made for the surrender of their lands. 


| But I have not limited my liberality to that quar- 
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ter. 1 have extended a liberal hand, so far as my 
advocacy and vote could go, to the Indians of the 
Northwest as well 


of the Southwest— 


aus those 


everywhere where it seemed to me there was a 
proper demand on u ] have for the exe- 
cution of our treaties with the Indians, no matter 
what might be the amount of the draft on the 


Treasury, even if | had been opposed originally 
to the allowances propose d in those treaties. 1! 
have protested against some treaties which havi 
been framed, not like those made with the Cher- 
okees, Crecks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws of the 
Southwest. | perceived, in many cases, that the 
largest amount of money never reached the In- 
dians—they were not the ‘beneficiaries. I opposed 
the system by which we allowed a few wandering 
bands of Indians to setupacliaimas original pro- 
»orietors to an entire territory large enough fora 
I opposed the policy which required such 
rapid acquisitions of lan from Indians. [| 
have foretold, over and over again, that when you 
unnecessarily went 
quired by treaty large territory from the Indians, 
no matter how liberally you might compensate 
them on the face of the treaty, the result would be 
Indian wars, and increased expenditures of every 
other description, especially in the establishment 
of forts far off in the interior, and in the trans- 
portation of troops and : ipphies. 

I have always deprecated the policy of hasten- 
ing the extinguishment of the Indian title over a 
large extent of territory which we did not need. 
Before the rich prairies of I!tinois, and the fertile 
lands of fowa and Wisconsin were half filled up, 
the policy of this Government was to open up to 
settlement a country hu dreds of miles further 
west in the interior. After we acquired’ our Pa- 
cific possessions, and settled California so rapidly, 
and encouraged settlementin Oregon, I said that, 
if we did not hold a rigid hand over the tre ity- 
making power, the inevitable consequence would 
be that you would h on Indian war flaming on 
the whole border of the Pacific Territories. I 
thought there was an unnecessary rapidity in the 
settlement of that country; but it was the policy 
of the Government to yield to it. 

I alluded on a former occasion to the fact that 
the Indians were being deprived by treaties, or by 
arms, of every p itch of good, tillable soil on our 
western borders this side of the Rocky Mount- 
ains, and on the other side of the continent east 
of the Cascade Mountains. I alfuded to the two 
opposite forees propelling the Indians from each 
side of the continent. ‘Their old hunting-grounds 
were becoming extinct, the buffalo was passing 
away by our policy of permitting it to be slaugh- 
tered for the hide, and in many cases merely for 
the tongue, by white hunters. I pointed out that 
the necessary and inevitable result would be that 
we should have our expenditures for suppressing 
Indian hostilities increased tenfold. As the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas said the other day, 
the Indians will not die of hunger when they are 
on the borders of white settlers, and can by their 
arms save their women and children from perish- 
ing for want of subsistence. 

These general views have often been expressed 
by me, and it was not my intention, when this bill 
was before under consideration, to repeat what | 
had so often said Heretofore. I meant merely to 
get such information as would be satisfactory to 
me, to the Senate, and to the country, fn order to 
justify the continued appropriations in support 
of this policy in Oregon and Washington. { par- 
ticularly sought information as to those Territo- 


State. 


the 


ries, passing over California and Texas, upon the | 


ground that some expositions which might be 
taken as reasonable, had been exhibited by the 
honorable Senators from those States... It was not 
my purpose the other day to provoke a discus, 
sion on the general policy which we have adopted 
towards the Indians, nor is it my purpose to-day 
to provoke such a discussion. I had no other 


into the far interior, and ac- | 


object than simply te obtain information which | 


might be considered reasonable, in order to justify 
the appropriations proposed. 1 was not, how- 
ever, successful in obtaining that information. 
The Senator from Virginia comes in to-day with 


some information in regard to Oregon and Wasb- | 
ington Territories. Whatisit? I asked the Sen- | 


ator when he was making his remarks if he could 
refer me to the report to which he alluded—I 
should like to have him refer me to it now—that 
I could see whether there was anything more in 


| it than Governor Stevens’s generalities. a... 


here the report of Superintendent Hedges, but 
there is nothing very satisfactory communicated 
by him. Did not Governor Stevens actually ask 
for $700,000 for Washington Territory, instead of 
4300,000 which the committee have agreed to give 
him? Can the honorable Senator from Virginia 
answer as to Washington Territory? 

Mr. HUNTER. Here are tables from the In- 
dian department showing the number cf Indians 
in each reservation. In there are six 
thousand six hundred and twenty-one; in Wash- 
ington six thousand two hundred and seventy-six. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask the Senator 
if Governor Stevens did not ask for $700,000 for 
this service ? . 

Mr. HUNTER. He estimated over $700,000, 
not for the reservations merely, but for the whole 
Indian service in Washington Territory. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Whiatreliance can 
be placed on such gencralities as are presented 
he re? 

Mr. HUNTER. 
will look at the estimate he will find that Gover- 
nor Stevens specifies his items. It is not a gen- 
eral estimate tor $713,000. 

Mr. BELL, of ‘Teunessee. 
Finance have thought 
estimate one half. 

Mr. HUNTER. Net the cominittee. I said 
before the estimates were cut down by the Indian 
department. I seem to be unfortunate in making 
myself understood. : 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I am retorting on 
the Senator from Virginia, not in ill humor, for 
he knows I have no ill feeling towards him, but 
[ think my remarks are justifiable after the war 
he waged on me in reference to my general course 
on this subject. I say there can be no reliance 
on these generalities. Weare notfurnished with 
specific details. There is a general statement 


Oregon 


The committee on 
proper to cut down that 


' from the superintendent in Oregon that there are 


| thousand two hundred and seventy-six. 


upwards of six thousand Indians in the reserva- 
tions there. 
petuated in some way. It is said there are six 
thousand Indians there now, meaning at the date 
of that communication—six thousand Indians 
already located on the reservations in Oregon. 

Mr. HUNTER. And in Washington six 
Here 
are the tables, if the Senator chooses to look into 
them. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. In 
Oregon there is something specific I believe. 
There are details as to the number of Indians, 
Does it say that these Indians are on the reser- 
vations? 


Mr. HUNTER. Here are the tables giving 


the number on each reservation: 











INDIANS IN OREGON. 
Reservations, Number of Acres. No. of 
| Indians. 
Grande BOmae .0ccccwselocecce casceseccscens! <A 
Coast Reserve .......+...| Say 80 by 25 miles. | 2,500¢ 
Temporary Colonies ....)...++ o cccece cece coee| - 
Umpqua river.....cecccsfoeses ee eeeesececens 300 
Near the Dalles........ titeereeesereersereees! 1,180) 
Total number receiving 2 | 
Pees ST Bos, venti aneesenivel 
suUbSISTENCE......0008 


* Number calculated from census of bands understood to 
be there. . 

¢ Number estimated from cost of subsistence, taken in 
connection with reports of the number in emigrating parties. 

} Opinion formed from sundry letters. 

§ Calculated from census of tribes in that vicinity. 
Census of Indians in Oregon .... 6... -+sseeeeeeeeee ll, 
Receiving SUDSISTENCE,....e seve ccesseeeeeres seers . 6,621 
Tribes yet in their original localities, receiving only 

presents ANd Visits .....cc0ceeseoeeceveres se teneee 


Remarks.—The Grande Ronde reserve is located west 
from Dayton, Oregon, about thirty miles, on the head waters 
ot the Yamhill river. The Coast reserve is on the shore of 
the Pacific, extending north and south from 44° to 45° 30/ 
north latitude. . 

The Wascoes and Deschutes, and some of the peaceable 
bands of the neighboring Cayuse and Walla Waila tribes, 


1 must say if the Senator | 


I desire to have this statement per- | 


reference to | 


numbering some one thousand seven hundred or two thou- | 
| sand, the superintendent proposes to locate, in the spring, 
| on a reservation east of Mount Jefferson, between the Des- 


chute or Falls river and the Cascade Range on the Shetike 
river. 

On the Coast reservation the superintendent estimates for 
the expenses of stocking the reserve with implements of 
agriculture, cattle, breaking land, &c., as well as for sub- 
sistence, employés, &c., &c. During the difficulties in 
Oregon very heavy expenses have arisen from removing the 


| Indians to the reserves and colonies, and protecting them 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


» there from communication with hostile bands, 


clothing, and means of subsistence. 
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violence and revenge incident to excited ne the 
tation has been furnished for the Indians by land and wen 
Large presents 0/ clothing and heavy outlays for food a 
been made; it being reported that the casualties ae 
times resulted in stripping the Indians of their property 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Reserves established under the treaty of December 
with Nisqually and other bands, articles second ay 


26, 1854 
nd sixth’ 


sections. | 


j — 


} 


of 


ot 


Name. Location. 


No. 


Indians. 


No. 


Squoxin.....| At confluence of Ham- 
ersly and Totten inlets, 
western side of most 
southern part of Puget | 
Sound... alvees 

Nisqually ..... On the Nisqually river, | 

near and south of Fort 

Nisqually, and fifteen to | 

twenty miles east of | 

ONYMPIA 0.0 oe veccweee 

Puyallup.....;| At the south end of Com- 
mencement Bay, north- 

| east of Fort Steilacoom 
twelve or fifteen miles., 

Muckle-Shoot On Muckle-Shoot prairie, | 

| ten Or twelve miles east | 
| of Puyallup, near the { 
| junction of the fifth } 
| standard parallel and the 
| 





a 
aa 
a 


A 
+ 
Ss 


0 


of 
Ss 


guide meridian.......... | Q 150 


Pale oases < <n e se paca 
‘These are the only reserves actually established in Was). 
ington Territory, under treaty or by authority of the Exee- 
utive. They are all located in the Sound region, and eoip- 
municate réadily with cach other; and are assigned recently 





ee 


' to a single set of officers and employés, as follows: 


N. T. Simmons, agent for the Sound district. 

W. B. Gosnell, special agent for the Reserve. 

Dr. A. Eggers, physician, at $750 per year. 

William Gore, carpenter, located at Ptiyallup, at $750 
per year. 

Wiliam P. Wells, farmer, located at Nisqually, at $730 
per year. 

T. J. Mounts, assistant farmer, located at Island Reserve, 


at 8750 per year. 


, . 
Holmes’s Harbor...... 


|| On the authorized reserves..| 15200 


| Total Indians of Washington Territory............ 


It is proposed also to have a blacksmith and teacher. 
The salaries abovementioned, and the appointments, 
have recently been reported to this office by Governor 
Stevens, but no action has yet been taken relative to the 
approval or rejection of them. 
TEMPORARY LOCATIONS OF INDIANS IN WASHINGTON TERRI- 
TORY, 4N CHARGE OF OFFICERS. ° 


| Number. 


Location. Remarks. 








1,400 Subsisted. 
1,200 - | Subsisted. 


Penn’s Cove...... 


Fort Ketsap.....esseseeses> 385 | Subsisted. 

Four bands in Coast District..; 1,166 4 Subsisted in part 

At mouth of Salmon river... | 525 | Subsisted in part. 
1} Near the Dalles .........0+:! 400 Subsisted in part. 


Subsisted. 








Lecgiving subsistence. .......+.00+ 
Removed to reserves..... OC devvcesccccevceees 
In teEMPOTAry COLONIES. 2.60 .o0e cee ceescreccscecces 
In former haunts and homes, receiving presents and _ 

visits from agents......... 8,186 


Financia Note.—The expenditures in Washington Ter 
ritory for *‘ restoring and maintaining peace,” have arisen 
in part from employment of express messengers and Jocal 
agents for collecting, advising, and controlling the various 
bands, and issuing provisions and clothing; also, largely 
for purchase of clothing and provisions, and from the cast 
of transporting Indians and Indian goods and supplies, by 
land and water. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not feel dis- 
posed to impeach the statement; but six thousand 
are as many Indians as I supposed were within 
three hundred miles of the Pacific coast in the 
whole of Oregon when we organized that Terri- 


tory. 

Mr. HUNTER. According to the census of 
the Indians, in Oregon alone there are eleven 
thousand eight hundred. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. In the whole term 
tory east of the Cascade mountains, and up to the 
Columbia river, no doubt there are that many, 
including the wandering tribes in the interior who 
have no fixed habitations. If the officers g*y 
there are six thousand on the reservations to-day, 
I must take that information: the Executive Gov- 
ernment adopts it. In that view, the appropr- 
ation for the Oregon reservations may not be 
unreasonable, as there is encouragement for the 
future. As long as there is hope of repressits 
Indian hostilities that have cost us so many mil- 
lions of dollars, I will not undertake to opps 
the sppropriation to carrry out this policy ™ 
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egon. . . . 
One . r, the other day, to give us information 
vshe subject. I had none, and I am sure the 
< nator had not, except the estimates. 

Mr. HUNTER. [had nothing but the general 
mate of the superintendent. 

Mi BELL, of Tennessee. The Senator did 
_. /»ow how many Indians were on the reser- 
-ajon, or hOW many reservations there were, I 
question in a kindly manner, so that I 


ou & 


eS 


sneu 


ibis 


not know how to withhold my vote from the ap- 
jropriations there proposed, though I have not 
felt confidence in the information coming from 
Governor Stevens alone. I do not impugn 

or or his capacity; I do not charge 
ful misrepresentations; but eer 


“i of his esti- 


eive information to regulate my conduct. | 
Now, in regard to Washington Territory, I do | 


THE CONGRESSIO 


from New Hampshire could, under any ordinary 


| state of public affairs, have passed without excit- 


ing a common feeling of indignation and-rebuke 
throughout this whole country? Yet the honor- 


| able Senator, | suppose, communicated to the 


Senate information of which I presume not half 
the Senators in this body had any knowledge. I 


| had heard of it before; I had read that correspond- 
| ence; but it was net my intention to invoke the 


attention of the Senate to that particular transac- 
tion, because I supposed it would interfere with 
what was a legitimate inquiry here when the 


|| appropriation bill was under consideration—that 


his | 
bim with |! 


mates are necessarily conjectural and speculative. | 
a . - . | 
His policy is to locate the Indians on reservations | 


where they Will not prevent the rapid settlement 
of the country by a white population; and he 
may suppose that he can effect a greatdeal. I 
do not desire, however, to 
jiscussion on that point; but I may well ask 
what has been effected by the appropriations 
made heretofore ? 1 
tion on this point, but since the Senator from 
Virginia has investigated the question and sanc- 
tions the measure, I shall ‘be shielded from any 
charge of prodigality in voting for these appro- 
I said from the first that I had no in- 





priauons. 


rovoke any further | 


was, whether there was sufficient information to 
justify us in voting the large appropriations in- 
cluded within the several amendments reported 
by the Senator from Virginia, embracing, as the 


Senator from New Hampshire said, nearlygone | 


milli6n of dollars, $700,000 of which is for Oregon 


and Washington alone. I say these Territories 


control the policy of the Government on this sub- | 
| ject, instead of thisGovernment controlling them. | 
l admitted the other day, that I had made a 


|| mistake, as I supposed it must now be perceived 


I have no particular informa- | 


| Oregon a section of land each. 
| that policy founded? ‘The idea was to dispense 


to be, when I voted to give the original settlers in 


with an expensive system of military posts, and 
lessen the great cost of the transportation of the 


| supplies necessary to be sent there before the 


formation to satisfy me whether they were right | 


or wrong. 
We are informed that there are six thou- 
sand Indians on the reservations in Oregon. I 
should think that that number would include 

| the Indians within that Territory. I 


upon. 


nearly au 





Now we have something to rest || 


cup] osed, when we organized the Territory, thats 





six thousand would be a liberal allowance for all 
the tribes there. They had been living in peace 
and quiet in that country before, resorting to the 
Bri 
no hostilities, and seeming to have no disposition 
to do mischief, 

The other day, Mr. President, I extended my 
remarks a little further, and I do not at all with- 
draw what I then said. The course of policy 





tish trading posts occasionally, but committing | 


country was cultivated and settled. We offered 
a section of land as a gratuity to every emigrant 
who would go and settle in that country. For 
what purpose? In order to be able to defend them- 
selves against any sudden aggression in case the 
Indians should become hostile. It was said that 
there was but a handful of settlers in Oregon; that 
the general attraction was towards the gold placers 
in California; and that it was difficult to induce 
emigration to go into Oregon. It was said, too, 
that a few settlers in Oreron, in the event of an 


unexpected irruption occurring, would be in dan- 


| ger of being cut off unless the Government estab- 


pursued by this Government, the want of ener- || 
gy, or the want ef a proper sense of the public || 


duties of the officers appointed by the Executive 
inthe Territories of Washington and Oregon, has 
brought on the country the consequences of the 
Indian wars and the atrocities which have been 
committed on both sides. 
deal of what was stated this morning by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hae] cannot 
be disputed. I have said that the Executive 
Government has shown itself either deficient in a 
knowledge of its duty, or willfully negligent of its 
duty, or had become imbecile in the control ofthe 
opulation of those distant Territories. AsI said 
efore, instead of the Government ruling the set- 
tlers, they are ruling the officers, the Governors, 
superintendents, &c.; the settlers do as they 
please, 
in this way, for I have no doubt there are among 
them honorable exceptions, as there are always 
im suchcases. Instead of controlling them, how- 


ever, by the proper exercise of the power of this | 


Government through the Army, through the or- 
ders issued promptly and energetically, the pop- 
ulation of those Territories is abselutely control- 
ling and dictating the policy of this Government. 


I suppose that a great | 


I did not say that all the officers acted | 


said it was not the fault of the Executive Depart- | 


ment only that these things had taken place. I || 


said that Congress was particeps criminis, in pari | 


delicto, with the Executive. 
that other questions had absorbed the public mind, 


and had blotted out from the thought, the mem- | 


Ortes, and the attention of members of the Senate 


ation of what was due to the public interest in 
& careful examination of these matters. When- 
ever one great question agitates the public mind 
throughout all the country, whether it concerns 
our foreign or our internal rejations, confusion, 
disorder, irregularity, not to say corruption, 
reign in our distant provinces and upon our bor- 


a: That is the general and natural tendency 
. things, and therefore it was that I supposed 
ne 


rawn to this subject. 
Is it possibl® that the narrative which was 


I alluded to the fact, | 


| of dollars. 


lished military posts and kept them in supplies. 
I believe now that it was a wrong policy to give 
any such encouragement; but that is past. 

Mr. President, our Indian appropriations have 
reached the large sum of two and a half millions 
of dollars, as the result of the acquisition of new 
territories, and the unnecessary and rapid extin- 
cuishment of the Indian title to Indian territory 
formerly within our sovereignty. Up to the period 
when that policy commenced, seven or eight years 
ago, the Indian appropriation bill may be said 
annually to have amounted to about one million 
Since then it has reached two mil- 


| lions,and I believe this year the amount is beyond 


|| three millions. 


Upon what was | 


NAL GLOBE. 
I wanted the Senator from Virginia, | recif this morning by the hon 


Here is a great increase of the 


Indian appropriations within a few years, since | 


we became smitten with the idea of settling up the 
whole continent, and particularly all that part of 
it within our immediate reach. I have heard 
other gentlemen say, ‘* Look at the amount of 
money that has flown into your Treasury from 
the lands which you have bought from the In- 
dians, and these affPropriations amount to only a 
small percentage of that sum for the benefit of 
the poor Indian.”’ Sir, if the poor Indian gotit, 
that would be another consideration. Whether 
the Indians have been beneficiaries, or whether 


| they have not been sufferers to a great extent, 


| may be made a question. 


No doubt they have 
been beneficiaries to some extent, but to a com- 
paratively small extent. 

As I have said, if the amendments proposed by 
the Senator from Virgin 


priations for the Indian service during the pres- 


| ent year will be $3,000,000; and that sum, I under- 
stand, does not include the amount invested in | 


attention of Senators generally had never been | 


|| stocks belonging to the Indians, though it includes 
and the House of Representatives, the consider- || 


the interest payable on those stocks. This is not 
the only increase of expense. The appropriations 
for the transportation of troops and arms and 


a be adopted, the appro- | 


munitions and provisions to the new Territories | 


have increased $5,000,000 since we commenced 
this policy of acquisition. Before that time seven 
or eight millions of dollars may be considered as 
the average range of our military appropriations; 
but now you send extensive military expeditions 
into the interior of the country east of the Rock 


Mountains, up the Missouri, up the Mississippi, | 
| at a vast expense, to New Mexico, to California, 


to Oregon, and 1o Washington. 


‘That has been | 


eal 


orable Senator | done at an enormous cost for the transportation 


of supplies and provisions. The military appro- 
priations from these causes have risen from seven 
or eight millions to twelve or thirteen millions a 
year. 

Here, then,is an increase of $5,000,000 for the 
military service, and $2,000,000 for the Indian 
service, making altogether $7,000,000 for the pro- 
tection of our frontier and the suppression of In- 
dian hostilhties—because there would be no neces- 
sity for troops in the far interior for any other 
purpose—in consequence of our recent policy in 
regard to the extension of our territories, 

| throw out these remarks for what they are 
worth, trusting that they willexcite the attention 
of members of the Senate, and that we shall, for 
the future, keep some control ever our Indian 
treaties, Indian wars, and Indian policy in all its 
branches. If I have succeeded in drawing atten- 
tion to that point, it is the most I can expect. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is not my purpose to pro- 
long the debate; but in justice to the Department, 
and to Governor Stevens, I desire to show that 
the reductions of the estimates are not mere ar- 
bitrary reductions. The estimate of Governor 
Stevens was $738,909. Some of the items the 
Department thought proper, and it recommended 
them—g40,000 for general contingencies; and for 
restoring and maintaining a friendly disposition 
with the Indian tribes, $150,000. That was some- 
thing like the proportion of the $300,000 appro- 
priation of last year assigned to Washington. 
Here is an estimate which it did not sanction: 

“ Treaties with Indian tribes, $20,000.” 

The Bepartment did not recommend that. 
Then: 

** Carrying into effect treaties made with Indian tribes, 
$185,000.” 

The Department did not recommend that, be- 
cause the treaties were not ratified. Then comes 
another item which it did recommend: 

‘For sustaining, on the reservations, hostile tribes who 
have been reduced to submission, $50,000,’’ 

This item the Department sanctioned and rec- 
ommended. Those which it did not sanction 

“were for treaties not ratified, or general appro- 
priations for making treaties. ‘They were gov- 
erned by such principles in reducing the estimates 
of other superintendents and agenjs. 

Mr. WELLER. [rise mainlydor the purpose 
of correcting some mistakes which I myself made 
the other day in regard to the number of Indians 
placed on the reservations in California. 1 had 
not read the report of the Superintendent accom- 

anvi » President? ssace. for it has bee 
panying the President’s message, for it has been 
butvery recently laid on ourtables. I stated from 
my general knowledge of the reservations in Cal- 
ifornia, that there were between five and six thou- 
sand Indians there. I supposed that at some 
portions of the year there was a much larger 
number, and again, at another portion of the year, 
when the acorns and fruits are ripe, a much smaller 
number. The Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
puts down the aggregate at ten thousand. I 

| stated, in answer to the Senator from Tennessee, 
a few minutes ago, the fhanner in which these 
Indians were distributed throughout the State of 
California. The first reservation that is spoken 
of here is at the Tejon pass in the southern part 
of the State: 

“The quantity of land in cultivation this year is about 
seven hundred acres ; five hundred of which are in wheat 
and barley, and the remainder in corn and vegetables ; most 

| of the latter being the exclusive property of the Indians, 
cultivated entirely by them, and in their own way. The 
Indians work cheerfully, and perform all the labor upon 
| the farm, white men being only employed as overseers and 
mechanies. Owing to the extraordinary drought of the past 
| season in that portion of the State, the product of the farm 
is much less than it should have been ; enough, however, 
has been produced for the consumption of the place.’’ 

The next reservation is that at the Fresno or 
King’s river. There eight hundred acres of land 
were in cultivation during the past year. Pass- 
ing from that to the Nome Lacke reservation, 
| there were one thousand acres of land in @ultiva- 
tion on that reservation. The Superintendent of 
| Indian Affairs says of it: 
|  * Nothing in the pursuits of industry could have been more 
satisfactory or interesting than the harvesting of the wheat 

| crop; it was cut entirely with small German reaping hooks, 
which were used by the Indians with extraordinary dexter 
ity. About two hundred men, furnished with these sickles, 
eut the wheat and threw it into bunches, and were followed 
by a sufficient number of women and boys to bind it mto 

| sheaves, and put it into stacks ready for threshing. In this 
way, and at their Jeisure, in about ten days, taking it as it 
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ripened, the entire harvesting was completed, all the labor 
having been performed by the Indians, only three or four 
white men being engaged as overseers. It was estimated 
by the white men in charge of the work, that one hundred 
of these Indians couid be selected who would cut and take 
eare of as much grain as any fifty white men not regularly 
accustomed to this description of labor.’’ 

I only read this for the purpose of showing to 
the Senate the progress that has been made in 
teaching these Indians the art of agriculture. 
The next reservation is that made at Klamath, 
in the northern part of the State. That is one of 
the recent reservations that have been opened, 
and the Superintendent say 

“The establishment of the Klamath reserve has undoubt 
edly prevented the spread of the Indian wars of Oregon 
down into northern California.” 

It will be recollected that a large portion of the 

: ! 

hostile Indians were located immediately on the 
other side of the California line, in the Territory 
of Oregon. Although they were ¢ ngaged in depre- 
dations on the whites there, they did not extend 
south into the State of California because of the 
large reservations that had been made, and the 
placing of friendly Indians on those lands. The 
Superintendent says: 

“In regard to the system of colonizing and subsisting 
Indians on reservations, | have only to say that it has so tar 
succeeded entirely beyond my expectations, and is, in my 
judgment, the only system that cau be of any real benefit to 
the Indians. It enables the Government to withdraw them 
from the contaminating influences of an unrestrained inter 
course with the whites, and gives an opportunity to provide 
for them just such, and no morc, assistance than their Wants 
from tyne to ume may actually require 


I was anxious to show that this system had thus 
far succeeded in the State of California. I said, 
the other day, that it had not come up to my ex- 
pectations. I meant, by that remat k, thatit was 
costing the Government much more than [ antici- 

ated four years ago it would cost, after having 
oie set in operation. ‘There is a large amount 
of stock at all these The number 
is given in this report; and if my friend from 
Tennessee desires any nore particular informa- 
tion, I am sure he can obtain the whole of it in 
this report. 

Mr. BELL, of T I hope my friende 
will do me the justice to say that this information 
is new to me, as well as to the Senator from Vir- 
ginia,and I ought to be excused for putting ques- 
trons in rezard to a matter on which I had no 
information. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Virginia 
said it was the duty of the Senatorfrom Tennessee 
to have known the other day what was in these 

apers. I took partof that remark to myself, for 
Eanehe to have known what was in them. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But neither of us 
had them. 

Mr. WELLER. The whole appropriation in 
this bill to the State of California is $179,000. In 
this very bill you are making appropriations of 
$549,000 to the Creek Indians. There are only 
twenty-five thousand of them, and this gives 
twenty-two dollarsa head. The Creeks, Chero- 
kees, and Chickasaws have a regularly organized 
government, where courts are held, and justice 
administered with the same regularity as in the 
States of this Union. I say the appropriation in 
this bill gives twenty-two dollars a head to all the 
Creeks. 'Thatis under treaty stipulations; nobody 
complains of it. Estimating the whole number 
of Indians in the State of California at sixty-one 
thousand, the appropriations proposed give two 
dollars and ninety-three cents a head for every 
Indian in that State. 

But, Mr. President, 1 am not complaining of 
this. I only desire to show that we are not ex- 
travagant in these appropriations made to the 
State of California, and that thus far the system 
has succeeded. If the system fails, I know of 
none that can preserve the Indians from utter 
extermination. 

At some proper time I shall take occasion to 
reply 40 some remarks that were made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate) to-day 
in regard to the Indian war in Oregonand Wash- 
ington Territories. I think I shall be able to 
show that Governor Stevens does not deserve the 
reproach that has been bestowed upon him by 
that Senator here, but this is not the proper time. 


reservations. 


nnessec, 


I supposed, when I informed the Senator from | 


New Hampshire that we intended to separate the 
duties of superintendent of Indian affairs from 
those of the Governor, that he would abstain from 
commenting on his character in that Mndian war 


| fight them just as often when you feed them as | 


THE 


until a bill came up making opesrieten to 
meet the expenses thus incurred. When that bill 


| comes up, then, and not till then, in my judgment, 


the time will have arrived for discussing all the 
actions of Governor Stevens and General Wool 


in that country; and at that time I hope I shall be | 
able to show that the Governor does not deserve | 


the abuse that has been bestowed upon him. 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I have a word to say in refer- 
ence to this reservation policy, being somewhat 
connected with it as a member of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. When it was commenced a 
few years ago I was a member of that committee, 
and have been continuously until now. ‘I have 
always disapproved of it. It was first represented 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


asa temporary expedient. It was said, that wher | 


We succeeded in retting the Indians on the reser- 


vatigns, built them houses, gave them tools, and 


starftd them, this would be a self-supporting ma- | 


chine. I did not believe the representation then 
any more than I do now. I believed it would be 
a continually increasing expenditure; that it was 
a wild, absurd, foolish, and worse than all, irre- 
sponsible expenditure of money. [thas turned out 
to be so. Now, it is said, you have inaugurated 
this policy. Senators speak of itasa policy. I 
say it never was a policy. .It was intended to be 
temporary. It was said last year, while there were 
hostilities in Oregonand Washington Territories, 
** Let us feed the friendly Indians while war is 
going on, for if we do not feed them they will take 
part with theenemy.’’ It was under the pressure 
of the ery of bleod and murder, which you have 
heard in the letters read to-day, that they obtained 
that appropriation, bit it was merely temporary. 
It was said, unless we feed them they will fight 
us, and all the women and children will be mur- 
deri d ’ 

Mr. WELLER. It 
than to fight them. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is a mistake. 
feed them you must fight them too,and you must 


vhen you do not. According to the Senator’s own 

account, and everybody acquainted with Indian 
habits knows it to be so, they will stay on your 
reservations as long as it suits them—as long as 
you feed them, and then they will go off and 
fight. 

This system is a departure from fundamental 
policy. The only way to keep Indians from 
fighting is to whip them. In my State we have 
had seventy year’s experience with them. I was 
born in a frontier State. You can only govern a 
savage tribe by their fears. When they make 


| inroads on your settlements, you must chastise 


them, and then they will mind what-you say to 
them. We have had as long peace with the In- 


| dians on the frontiers of Georgia, as there has 


been with them anywhere else. It is true we 
had several wars with them, but you must neces- 
sarily have wars with them. You must be ready 
for war at any time. 

This reservation system seems to me to bea 
miserable scheme by which civilians may plunder 
the Treasury without respongpbility. It ought to 
be done away with. The temporary purpose for 
which it wascornmenced having passed away—the 
pretexts on which money was got last year for this 
purpose in Oregon having passed—the war being 
closed, let us stop the appropriation. It was then 
expressly said that the object was to feed the Indi- 
ans until the war was over, and prevent ihem from 
joining the hostiles. There is a large extent of 
country, thousands and thousands of miles, suited 
for the Indians, both in California and Oregon. It 
is utterly impossible to have accountability in any 
agent whom you may send out under this system. 
Indian receipts are worth nothing. He may 
charge sixteen dollars per head, or forty dollars 
per head, or fifty dollars per head, or ve thou- 
sand dollars per head, and you will have exactly 


| the same evidence in the one case as the other, no 


more and no less, and you cannot tell whether it 
is true or false. Let the Indians stay on their 
own lands if they do not choose to till the earth— 


| and they have never tilled the earth as long as 


they were pur¢ Indians. All Indian improve- 
ments are to be found among the mixed breeds. 
The race is incapable of being made agriculturists. 
The experience of two hundred years on this 
continent stands staring you in the face. You 
cannot make agriculturists of the Indians. You 
may spend thousands and millions of money with 


is cheaper to feed them | 


If you 








| that idea, but the more you nd the mises a 
} 
| 


| will enrich your agents, and the more peli 
money will be squandered, for there is no enq = 
it when you expend it under such a system, Y, ; 
/do no good to the Indians by it. I would a 
them well. When I made purchases of land 1 
would give them annuities; I would give the 
blankets to protect them from the winter; | would 
give them rifle and ball to enable them to procure 
the only subsistence they want; but the idea of 
making them an agricultural people has been 
again and again exploded; it is utterly impossi- 
| ble—known to be so by all those who have an 
knowledge of Indian character. I concur in much 
that has been said by the Senator from New 
Hampshire in regard to this late business in Ope. 
gon and Washington Territories. Taking Goy. 
ernor Stevens on his own statement, it is a Shame 
to the country that he should hold office an hoy, 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I had very 
little disposition to make any remarks on this 
_ subject; but the position taken by the honorable 
| Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] for whose 
| judgment I have generally great respect, induces 
me to enter my protest at least against the doe. 
| trine which he preaches. If I understood him 
he said the only way to manage and control the 
| Indian, was to whip him into subjection. I haya 
no doubt that he honestly entertains this opinion 
and it is a misfortune that it is entertaine upon 
our frontiers generally. We have lately had an 
illustration of this in the conduct of the Governor 
| of Washington Territory. Nothing can be more 
| inconsistent with the truth of history than to sup- 
pose that the Indian is to be subjugated without 
great sacrifice of money and human life. That js 
a policy which has not been initiated by men of 
reflection, but has been entailed on this country 
by the intemperate feelings of rash, inconsiderate, 
and vicious men. If you wish to conciliate the 
Indian, the way is open for it. He is really ina 
state of tutelage. e is not as intelligent as the 
white man. He has not the arts of civilization 
around him. He has his savage nature. He has 
associations and influences which operate on him, 
and lead him to a state of war by way of excite- 
ment or employment. But, sir, if you wish to 
_make peace with the Indians, there is one funda- 
| mental principle which you must always observe, 
_and then you willconciliate him: that is, to extend 
| to him strict justice, to do him no wrong, to vio- 
late none of his rights. Dothis,and you will make 
| the Indian your friend. When you have once in- 
spired him with confidence and secured his friend- 
ship, it is easy to lead him in the paths of civili- 
zation and improvement. 

Agriculture is an unnatural condition for the 
Indian; but it is not a condition at war with his 
inclinations, if you will show him inducements 
to pursue it. The Indian loves personal comfort 
, as Well as the white man; but he places his esti- 
mates upon a different kind of comfort from that 
of the white man. When, however, you subst- 
| tute and place within his control a superior com- 

fort, itis easy to induce him to pursue a course 
which will guaranty it to him. ce my opinion, 
no Indian exists on the continent of America who 
will not pursue the art of agriculture, if you show 
him that by it he insures subsistence for his wile 
and children. Sir, he has a stronger attachment, 
if possible, to his family than the white man pos- 
sesses, You may appeal to the Indian warrior 
in his sternest mood—when he feels alive to the 
aggressions and outrages that have been commitied 
oa his tribe—and say to him, ‘* Now prosecute 
war, and the consequence will be that you will 
‘involve your wife and children in calamity; ! 
you do not stop this, your path will be marked 
with blood, and your wife and children will be 
_sacrificed;’’ and he will pause; you will see his 
'manly bosom heave; you will see the tear gather 
in hiseye. He becomes subdued in considera- 
tion of the appeal of nature to a manly heart. But, 
sir, if you were to offer him an indignity in ts 
'moment, his nature would become iron, and ne 
would yield only with existence to your indig: 
/nity. Treat th@Indians with conciliation 8° 
| kindness; furnish inducements to them to with- 
|draw them from their vagrant and wandering 
| course of life; give them ‘‘a local habitation an‘ 
'aname,’’and then you secure and plant the aflec- 
‘tions of the Indian around you, and he is willing 
‘to undergo daily toil, surrounded by his family, 
| when he knows that that will secure him against 





agetes 
from 
assail 
sdestro 
You h 
you W 


" [ha 


ate, al 
an In 
violat 
BE rt1o 
muni! 
peen 

aboul 
fifty | 
cours 
ume 

geen | 
] can 
nota 
white 
he 
tells | 
India 
whet 
mits 

thro 
the 
he ¥ 


ndiz 


ne 
a 


- _ 


confl 
thirs 
mass 
crew 
how 
hist 
St 
cour 
city: 
out 
whil 
wou 
Indi 
com 
tion 
into 
nevi 
gre! 


S 


my 


S 


am 
ene 
all 
ado 
ReSS 
the 
a di 
law 
he | 
infl 
be 
per 
sav 
sca 
ene 
BLOl 
fro! 
con 
cen 
mo 
his 
, 
of | 
to | 
the 
life 
A 
ha 
frie 
ass 
po 
of 
at 


Pe 





ore you 
+ public 
> end to 
mM. You 
ld treat 
land, I 
fe the m 
I would 
Procure 
idea of 
As been 
M possi. 
AVe any 
in much 
m New 
in Ore. 
1g Goy. 
i Shame 
in hour, 
ad Very 
On this 
norable 
r Whose 
Induces 
he dox * 
'd him, 
trol the 
I have 
pinion, 
d Upon 
had an 
overnor 
e More 
to Sup- 
Without 
That is 
men of 
ountry 
iderate, 
jate the 
lly ina 
t as the 
ization 
He has 
on him, 
eXcite- 
vish to 
funde- 
bserve, 
extend 
to Vio- 
ll make 
nee in- 
‘friend- 
f civili- 


for the 
rith his 
ements 
comfort 
118 esti- 
ym that 
substi- 
yr com: 
course 
pinion, 
ca who 
u show 
is wife 
hment, 
in pos- 
varrior 
to the 
:mitted 
ysecute 
yu will 
ity; if 
narked 
will be 
see his 
gather 
sidera- 
. But, 
in that 
and he 
indig- 
yn and 
} with- 
dering 
on and 
eC affec- 
willing 
amily, 
ainst 





——— aaa ngpEngee mines 





1857. 


ool ona: 
oo border rufians—men who are willing to 


assail him, invade the peace of his family, and 
;-stroy every hope that has bloomed around him. 

sdestro} er) 

You have only to do 

a will have no trouble. 


y ; Seca 74 . 
[ have before maintained in the face of the Sen- 





‘ ‘ ae } 
_.jons from the white man—against surprise || W, 


postice to the Indians, and | 


and in the face of nations and of nature, that | 


ate, 7 


an Indian tribe never, never, as a community, | 
at} - 


violated a treaty. l 
sertion. I do not say that the whites, as a com- 
munity, have violated Indian treaties, but it has 
bee : 
abound on their borders. I have gone back for 


éfiy years, and traced with accuracy your inter- 
course with the Indians. I was stationed at one 
time within six miles of their border. I have 
even irruptions that took place, and by tradition 
I can transmit them to after times; but they are 
not accurately detailed in the newspapers. 


he gives them the white man’s complexion; he 
tells not the truth with them. 
Indian is never vindicated when he does right, or 
when heis harmless. If an isolated Indian com- 


I defy confutation of this as- | 


» done by aggressors on the Indians who | 


The 


white man has the advantage of the types, and | 


Thus it is that the | 


mits an act of depredation, it is bruited about,| 


through the community. The cry is raised, 
«the Indians have made war upon us.’? Then 


the whiles congregate together; they pass to the | 


Indian border; the poor Indians, unconscious of 
the injury that has been done, unaware of any 


azitation among the whites, or of any impending || 


conflict, are set upon by these men, who are 


thirsty for blood, andthe women and children are | 


massacred to appease the wrath of this vagabond 
crew. This I know to be true in some instances— 
how many I will not detail. 
history of fifty years back. 

Suppose a man should come from an adjacent 
county, and commit a murder in Washington 
city: would you immediately raise a force, and go 
out and take summary vengeance on the first 
whites you met in that county? No, sir, you 
would not. Apply the same principle to the 
Indians. An outlaw may leave his tribe, and 
commit a depredation; but that is not the infrac- 
tion of a treaty by the community that entered 


This is a part of the 


|| and traders from the Indian nations. 
tl ~. . 
| ernment can afford to furnish goods cheaper than 
| individuals. i 


into it; and I say the Indians, as communities, | 


never violate treaties—the whites are the ag- 
gressors, 

Sir, we have had brought to our notice to-day 
amost astonishing instance. A refined, enlight- 


ened, civilized man, educated at West Point, with |) 


all the embellishments of literature, with all the 
adornments of science, taught by preceptors pos- 
sessing the highest amount of esprit de corps, with 
the associations of gentlemen—he, a proconsul in 
a distant province, violates every principle of the 
law of nations, of nature, and of nature’s God; 
he assails a man with a flag of truce, and then 
inflicts on him every personal indignity that can 


be possibly offered, disgracing not only hi8 own | 


person, but those around rere resorting to the 
savage process of scalping, and sending off the 
scalps as trophies, 


ened, accomplished, military man! If he can 


This 1s done by an enlight- 


sioop to do such things, what can you expect | 


from the untutored, rude borger man who is in |) 


contact with, the Indians every day? What in- 


centive has he to act from higher, moe noble, and | 


more generous impulses than his commander, or 
his governor? 

Sir, 1 will vindicate the Indian from the charge 
of bad faith—not that my intelligence is superior 
to that of other gentlemen, but my contact with 
the Indian tribes has been greater. 
life have thrown me into association with them. 
A portion of my life I have passed with them; I 
have parvekee of their hospitality; I have felt their 
frien 
assailed here, I will vindicate them against the 
powers of eloquence, and the elegant adornments 


My habits of | 


anips and when their character is wantonly | 


of genius. This is my duty to them; but I have | 


a higher duty to perform to truth and to Heaven. | 


We are told that we have passed beyond the 
point of fixing a policy that will reclaim the In- 
dans, but that they must become extinct. The 
distinguished Senator fromep-alifornia, in whom 

have much confidence, says that some thirty 
thousand Indians have disappeared in that State 
within a few years past. not this a solemn 
admonition to us to interpose whatever power 
we may have to rescue these tribes from ruin—to 
fave these people from destruction if possible ? 


| the necessary supplies; 








appointment of men of integrity to office among | 
the Indians—men who stand above the influence 
of pelf, and are deaf to the calls of cupidity and 
avarice — men who cherish in their hearts the 
noble impulse of justice towards their fellow-man, 
though he be branded with a different hue of skin. 
There was once a system by which some justice 
was done to the Indian—TI allude to the factory 
system of the United States. Revive that, and 
you will not only save the Indian, but you will 


invite him and induce him to embrace civilization, | 


agriculture, and the usefularts. Let trading houses 
be established among the differenttribes of Indians, 
and have a confidential and trustworthy agent re- 
siding with the factor. Let the Indians congre- 


| gate around the factory to receive their presents. 


Let them see manifestations of improvement in 
the arts of civilized life. When the tribes assem- 
ble at the various seasons of the year to receive 
their annuities, let them derive impressions new 
to their minds from beholding the state of things 
at the factory. Let them see how agriculture is 
conducted, how the arts are progressing there. 
They will soon become familiarized with these 
things, and derive advantages from them. 

Iw former times, when I was a boy, I recollect 
the character of the agents whom you sent among 
the Indians. They were men who stood deserv- 


edly high. The man who was then intrusted with 


the functions of an Indian agent, was an honest 
man. He was not driven there as a refuge from 
home; he was not placed in his position by polit- 
ical or family influence; he was placed in it on 
account of his qualifications for serving the Gov- 


ernment with fidelity, and protecting and vindi- 


cating the rights of the Indians from imposition, + 


By the factory system you excluded speculators 
The Gov- 


Let it pay the annuities of the 
Indians in goods and useful articles; let the su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs make contracts of 
let them be transmitted 
to the proper point, and djstributed to the Indians 


| for useful purposes. Mike a searching inquiry 
| of the agent there as to their disposition to em- 


brace civilization and .the arts. Then he can 
administer the facilities necessary; he can give aid 
and encouragement to them. Let the factory be 
in some central position. If it is necessary, you 
may, in order to give protection, have a company 
of troops there, to be under the general direction 
of the agent, so that he can call on them in times 
of emergency, and not leave them to the military 
officers, who know nothing abont the Indians. 
Recently, we have had an exhibition of that 
characteristic prudence which modern officers 
| exercise upon the frontier. [am informed, that 


some time ago an alarm was given in this way: 


Some Indians saw a mail-carrier, and they ran 
towards him to get some matches, or tobacco, or 
something they wanted. He fled with precipi- 
tation to the fort, gave the alarm that the Indians 
had perhaps shotat him and tried to do him great 
injury. The officer marched out his aeeee, found 
some unsuspectigg Indians in the neighborhood, 
fired upon them ind killed ten. That was a feat 
which should entitle him to a brevet; and 1 am 
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ave itinour power. Itis to be done by the 


not sure that he ought not to have a medal and | 
something to hangiton. [Laughter.] This course | 


had the effect of rousing the Ifidians, and they 


|| were not to be appeased until they had killed ten 


| white persons, some women and children among 


the number. Then they said they were ready 
for peace; they had lost ten, and they had only 


| taken the lives of ten in return; so that the ac- | 


count was squared. 

This is an instance of the 
towards the Indians by your modern military 
officers. 
took place a few years since. A lieutenant fired 
into an Indian camp when unprotected. The 
Indians had their revenge. White men who had 
not participated in the proceeding, and who were 
collected a few miles off unarmed, were not mo- 
lested by the Indians. They simply took ven- 
geance on those who had given the aggression, as 
was according to their law; they did not extend 
their ravages or violence beyond that. 

General Shields, a gentleman whois well known 
it he Senate, said to me, * Sir, the attack on Little 

under and his band of Indians was a most un- 
heard-of atrocity.”’ The gallant general told me 


We all recollect the transaction which | 


° . . | 
discretion exercised | 
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that one of the surviving warriors came to him and 
said: ** The whites deceived us; they set upon us 
when there was no necessity. You know,’’said 
he, ‘* when warriors go to battle they are armed; 
they stand as warriors; they have not their women 
and children with them. When warriors have 
their women and children with them thev are 
hunters, not soldiers. We had our women and 
children with us; we would have put them ina 
place of security; but the whites came upon us; 
they surprised us; they slaughtered us without 
cause.’’ General Shields, like a generous soldier, 
said to me, ** Sir, nty heart was smitten with sym- 
pathy, when I heard that Indian’s tale of woe 
and wrong.’”’ 

Mr. President, if you want peace with the In- 
dians you should lead them in the paths of 
peace. You can never tame the Indian until he 
is destroyed, if you persist in making him an ad- 
versary and an enemy, instead of a friend. Pur- 
sue that course and you will have to extinguish 
him, but you can never subjugate him. The 
wilderness has been his home, and there he will 
flee from the white man. He will well know who 
has been his enemy; and when he can retaliate 
he will do it in bleod. But, sir, establish your 
factory system; let everything go through pure 
channels; take for Indian agents men who know 
something of Indian character, who have some 
familiarity with frontier life. Do not take men’ 
from the interior of a State that has not had an 
Indian within its limits perhaps for a century. 
Do not take a man from the sea-board and send 
him among the Indians with the expectation that 
he will sympathize with them. He must have a 
strong inducement to lead him to quit the asso- 
ciations of his past life and go to the forest to 
encounter and experience the inconveniences of 
a pioneer. It is avarice that draws him; it is 
cupidity that prompts him. He views the Indian 
as his victim, and the United States as his purser. 
Place among the Indians as agents, honest men 
—men who are acquainted with frontier life— 
men who have had some associations with the 
Indians—men who may have formed friendship 
in former days with Indian boys, and can sym- 
pathize with them as human beings, and you 
will find them ministers of mercy to the Indians, 
ready at all times to protect their rights, and 
vindicate the honor of the United States. But 
when you send profligate, abandoned nien to the 
frontier, or men who have no sympathies, who 
know nothing of an Indian’s character or dis- 
position, who do not coneiliate his confidence 
and demand his respect, you had better send a 
regiment to slauchter the Indians, because those 
whom you send there are worse than incendiaries 
if they have nosympathy with and no knowledge 
of Indians. They view them as subjects of their 
rapacity—as objects of their hate. They have a 
contempt for them, because they have not the re- 
finements to which they have been accustomed, 
and they extort from them whatever they can. 
They interpose and arrest everything that shoul: 
pass through them to the Indian. The Indian is 
deprived of his dues, and the Government is dis- 
appointed in its object. I have asserted before, 
that out of the $110,000,000 or 4115,000,000 that 
have gone tothe Indians since ours was a consti- 
tutional Government, they have never realized 
$20,000,000 of advantages. Had it been wisely 
and judiciously expended for advantage to the 
Indians, and in a manner which would conciliate 


| their feelings, and draw them in attachment to 
the Government, it would have been a great deal 


better! There is no doubt that the Indians can 
be civilized, byt you must learn them the arts of 
eace. First you must get their confidence. The 
indian is not going to imitate his enemy if he can 
avoid it. Convince him that you are his friend, 
and he will readily adopt your advice and pursue 
the course you indicate to him. Until that 1s 
done, the improvement of the Indian is hopeless, 
and the objects of the Government a failure. 

It is vain to suppose that by sggding super- 
intendents to the different agencies, and increas- 
ing the expenditures of money, any advantage 
will flow to the Government. ‘There ought to be 
a superintendency, but first I would say there 
ought to be honest agents and honest superin- 
tendents. Is a man more honest’And more just 
because heisa superintendent than because he 
is an agent? If it is necessary to have « super 
intendent to guard the conduct of the agent, It is 
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he has lived. 








necessary to dismiss that agent, and send a man | President he cannot have it until he puts a pf@®per 


who requires no guardian to conserve his integ- | 
rity. When you do this you will have done 
much; but it is idle to suppose that the Indians 
ean war with their agent when the Government 
is at his back, and when he has political influence 
here to sustain him. If he were even dismissed 
for a flagrant offense, the consequence would be 
that political influence would directly gather 
around him, and on an imperfect explanation and 
a promise of amendment, he would be restored 
to full favor, and new and extensive privileges 
given to him. ‘That has been often done, and will | 
be done as long as political partisanship exists. 
Friends must be rewarded, and favorites must be | 
That, it seems, is a necessar 
Winciple; but that principle should not be consi - 
ered when the nation has a great object in view. 
Senators seem to concurin the opinion that some- | 
thing ought to be done for the Indians if practi- 


recompenscd., 


eal! [tis not only practicable, it is feasible; ¢t | 
ean be accomplish d, if we set about doing it by | 


proper legislative enactments, Let the Execu- | 
tive appoint honest agents—men acquainted with 
the character of the Indians, and let the money 
that is intended to be given to the Indians, but 
which never reaches them, be placed in proper 
hands for its application for a wise purpose, and | 
we shall succeed in accomplishing all we desire. 

I would suggest another thing that would have 
a happy influence on the Indians. Let every 
tribe meet, its chief and people, if you please, 
once a year; let them have their councils, let them 
associate, let them be together, mixing as social 
beings ought to do, let the Government be at the 
expense of it, let that be the ime of the payment | 
of the annuity, let it be at thefactory, let no ar- 
dent spirits be introduced there, let rigid inter- 
course laws be passed, and have proper men to 
enforce them, and you will give protection to the 
Indians against the killing influence of ardent 
spirits. I never knew an annuity disbursed in 
my life when there was not liquor on the ground, 
wagon-loads of it, cither through the yielding or 
selfishness of the agent; but it ought to be inhib- 
ited, Then let there be an annual council of all | 
the tribes within each superintendency; let their 
chiefs congregate from the different tribes with 
their interpreters at the expense of the Govern- 
ment of*the United States; let them interchange 
their views; let them form personal friendships; 
ke t them inte rchange evidences of regard to one 
another from personal considerations that would 
grow between them while associated, and admira- 
uon of traits of character that would develop them- 
selves. Then you would have a congress in every 
superintendency of the nation. You would thus do 
away with the animosity and hostility of tribes one 
to another. You would thus, after a while, tran- 
quilize the Indian, deprive him of the excitement 
of war,and then he would be as docile and tracta- 
ble as you could desire him tobe. You may then 
direct him in the pathway of peace, and lead him 
to agriculture. Show him the comfort of having 
damestic animals around him and their utility; 
show him a habitation for ‘his family to protect it 
against the storm of the inclement mountains, and 
you will make that Indian bless the epoch in which 
You will do honor to the American 
people when you civilize and interpose in behalf 
of the Indians ‘to redeem an almost extinguished 
race,and you will render, not only to society and 
to earth a blessing, but you will bespeak some 
consciousness that there is a divinity that stirs 
within.us, 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, the view which I 
suggested seems to have been very much over-* 
looked here; and indeed the honorable Senator 
from California suggested that this was not the 
appropriate place for it, because he intended to 
introduce a bill separating the duties of Indian 
superintendent from those of Governor in Wash- 
ington Territory. The objection, the great ob- 
jection, agd the one which I hope will be enter- | 
tained bya 
money to be expended by a man whose official 
conduct shows him to*be an unfit depositary. I | 
do not know any other way in which we can | 
reach him. If we have at the head of the Gov- | 
ernment an individual who from any cause—I do 
notunde: take to say what—continues in command 
of that Territory, a man utterly unfit to expend the 
moneys of the Government, I know of nothing 
f can do but to withhold all money, and tell the 
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man there. The honorable Senator from California 
says that when the appropriate time comes he 
can vindicate the conduct of Governor Stevens, 
and show that heis not obnoxious to the censures 
I threw on him. Ihave no desire to throw any 
censure on him. I only judge him by his own 
words and acts. 

* The Constitution of the United States declares 
that ‘*the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
shall not be suspended unless, when in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may re- 
quire it.’”? Governor Stevens has undertaken to 
suspend the habeas corpus, and to declare martial 
law in Washington Territory, for no-earthly rea- 
son than that the citizens there undertook to 
avail themselves of their undoubted constitutional 
rights. Ihave the reasons which he says gov- 
erned him in declaring martial law. 1 will read 
Govtrnor Stevens’s proclamation: 

‘* Whereas, in the prosecution of the Indian war, circum- 
stance s have existed affording such grave cause of suspicion. 
such that certain evil-disposed persons of Pierce county 
have given aid and comfort to the enemy, as that they have 
been placed under arrest, and ordered to be tried by a mili- 
tary commission ; and whereas, efforts are now being made 
to withdraw, by civil process, these persons from the pur- 
view of the said commission : 

** Therefore, as the war is now being actively prosecuted 
throughout nearly the whole of the said county, and great 
injury to the public, and the plans of the campaign be frus- 
trated, if the alleged designs of these personsée not arrested, 
I, Isaac I. Stevens, Governor of the Territory of Wash- 
ington, do hereby proclaim martial law over the said county 
of Pierce, and do by these presents suspend for the time 
being, and ull furthter notice, the functions of all civil offi- 
cers in said county. 

“Given under my hand at Olympia, this third day of 
April, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and the year of Inde- 
pendence of the United States the eightieth. 

ISAAC I. STEVENS.” 

That is Governor Stevens’s own showing. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator misapprehends 
the position which I occupy in this matter. Ido 
not undertake to justify the conduct of Governor 


Stevens in that respect now or at the proper time | 


| when appropriations are asked for to pay the 


| civilian. 
authorities at defiance and refused to put the 


expenses of this war. There are, however, miti- 
gating circumstamces that I may feel it to be my 
duty to introduce before the Senate. There is 
not a single dollar under this bill to be expended 
by Governor Stevens. “The Senator supposed 
that I said I would offer an amendment. 


to separate these two offices. Therefore it con- 


stitutes no objection to this appropriatiqn that | 


Governor Stevens may have behaved badly to- 
wards that court. Nota dollar of the money is 
to be expended by him. That is all I stated. 
Mr. HALE. I understand the Senator that 
the money will not be expended by Governor 
Stevens if the measure to which he alludes be- 
comes a law; but I am speaking as the law now 
is. As the law now stands on the statute-book, 
this money goes into Governor Stevens’s hands. 
I think Governor Stevens’s conduct as a military 
man is quite as indefensible as his conduct as a 
As a military man he has set the proper 


| militia under the call of the a@cer of the United 


States there, who demands it, because ‘*I do not 


consider it expedient to change the plan of the | 
that Governor did not) 
choose to change the plan of the ouneae he re- | 


campaign.’’ Because 


fused obedience to General Wool and to a requi- 
sition made by Lieutenant Colonel Casey, who was 


sent there under the command of General Wool! | 
I say, then, take him as a civil or military offi- | 


cer, he has shown himself utterly incompetent to 


discharge his ‘duties, and utterly unfit to be in- | 


trusted with the disbursement of thismovey. If 
such a measure as the Senator from California 


| speaks of becomes a law, it may be well enough 


ome who hear me, is against voting || 
| single dollar. 


‘and that will constitute a part of this bill. 


to consider whether it is not worth while to vote 
these appropriations; but while these appropria- 
tions are to go into the hands of Governor Stevens 
to be disbursed, I shall, for one—I do not know 
that anybody will follow me—refuse to vote a 
[** Question! Question !’’] 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What is the exact ques- 
tion? : 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senate will under- 
stand the question. I am as anxious as the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire to have the duties of 
the superintendent of Indian affairs separated@m 
the Governor’s office in Washington Territory; 


The 





I under- | 
stand that the amendment is to come from the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs; they will propose | 
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| bill which makes this appropriation separa 
| the offices, and the money will go into the ha ri 
of the superintendent, not of Governor Stey ne 
What I intend to reply to the Senator from Ne 
Hampshire hereafter, is in regard to this Tya:.” 
war. I will show him that, in that ‘regard 
| injustice has been done to Governor Steve 
the prosecution of that Indian war. 
Mr. HUNTER. The first amendment be 


Indian 
» 2reat 
DS as to 


2 3 fore 
us relates to Oregon. It is for incidental ex 
: : en 
of the Indian service there. ae 
Mr. HALE. That is where Curry is Governor 


The amendment was agreed to; t 
a division—ayes 23, noes 11. 

The next amendment of the Com 
Finance was to add: ° 

For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbrea 
the Indians in the Territory of Oregon, $10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert: 


For defraying the expeyses of the removal and subsiste 
of Indians in Oregen Territory to the reservations therein 
| aiding them in procuring their own subsistence, purchase 

of provisions and presents, and compensation of laborers 
and other employés, $50,000. 

The amendment was adopted. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add: 


For restoring and maintaining peace with Indian tribes 
| in Oregon Territory, or so mych thereof as may be neces. 
sary for expenditure during the year ending 30th June, 1857 
$264,000. ini 
Mr. HALE. At the close of the last session 
we voted $300,000 fax preserving peace with the 
Indians on the Pacific coast, $175,000 of which 
was for Oregon. I hope we shall vote down this 
amendment. 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understood the 
honorable Senator from Virginia to say that the 
largest proportion of this sum was to pay ex- 
penditures already made. 
Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir, for deficiencies, 
The expenditures have already been made. 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 13; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
Biggs, Brown, Butler, Clay, Crittenden, Geyer, Hunter, 
James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Ma 
son, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—24. 
NAYS — Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Fessenden, 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hale, Harlan, Houston, Nowse, 
Toombs, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—13. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendmenteof the committee was to 
insert: 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in Washington Territory, $40,000. 

Mr. HALE. 
that amendment. 
Governor Stevens. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS. The chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs has an amendment separating 
the superintendent of Indian affairs from the Gov- 
ernor’s office in the Territory of Washington. 
The Senate will go on with the amendments, and 
that is expected to be adopted with others. We 
are now in Committee of the Whole. The 
whole bill,-after our action asin Committee of the 
Whole, will be reported to the Senate. Unless 
that change shall take place, I shall myself vote 
- er all the appropriations for Washington 

erritory; but for the present I shall vote for 
them, knowing that if the change be not made we 
shall have an opportunity, when the bill is re- 
ported to the Senate, of voting against the appro- 
priations. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to say the same 
| thing just said by the Senator from Mississipp!. 
| If this Governor, who has declared martial law 
‘on his own authority in a Territory, is to have 
| the disposal of this money, I will never agree 
vote it. If the amendment suggested by the Sen- 
ator, from California be not adopted, I shall move 


a reconsideration of this amendment when we 

| get into the Senate. 

|” Mr. HALE. Mwish to make a single sugges- 
tion, as a reason Why I shall vote against any one 
of these appropriations. I do not believe thes? 

} items were borieathy kept back. These men knew 

|| what they wanted. It seems to me they were 

1 kept back until after the House of Represent- 


| atives passed en this bill; and they were sent 


ere being, on 
Mittee on 


ks among 


nee 








I ask for the yeas and nays on 
This is an appropriation for 
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1867. THE CONGRESSIONAL 
See aaa ———— - 
at this late day, at the close of this session, | applied. I find the answer given in the items of 








here 
yoting against every dollar, if there was no other |! 
ircumstance. 

ofr, SEBASTIAN. | the | 
apprehension of the Senator from New Hamp- | country for distribution among the Indians. 
shire, arising from the inference which he draws || Transportation itself is included under this gen- 
from the fact of the very late advent of these | eral head; also, the transportation of annuities, 
amendments in the Senate. I have received, since || presents, and agricultural implements. These 
the commencement of the discussion, some offi- || are the items of this general head of incidental 
cial notes and memoranda from the Indian office, || expenses. 

in which that fact 1s adverted to, and an excuse The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
given that, after the rendering of the general re- || resulted—yeas 23, nays 14; as follows: 

port on the 4th of November last, it was some YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
at before additional reports came in from the Biges, eee Eee, Clay A panei See. eee 
superintendents of Indian affairs in Washington | oered’ Reid. Sebastian, Slidell, Toucey’ Welles’ Wright) 
and Oregon Territories. As soon as the official || and Yulee—33. ; 

reports enabled the head of the Indian office to NAYS — Messrs. Sell of New Hampshire, Fessenden, 
make out the estimates, they were transmitted to || am ees te = rm ae Redon, 
the Finance Committee of this body, because the Wilson 14. New Jersey, Toombs, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and 
- ba het Fee ee oes er Senator So the amendment was agreed to. 

a See j Why were they sent to that com- The next amendment of the committee was to 
mittee? Isthatusual? Is the reason that he has add: 

just given sufficient, viz: that the bill had passed | ope norragane eee with Indian tribes in 
ihe other House? I do not think‘it so myself. Is || "*nston Ferritocy, Giov,gu0. 
there any reason why they should have passed Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, where the 
matter should be inquired into, and sent to the Ge! i 
Finance Committee ? | ready made there under the direction of the Indian 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I am not able to answer department, butis a general estimate of what they 
the inquiry of the Senator why the Indian Com- || SUppose may be necessary. 
mittee, who have always had charge of these esti- 
mates heretofore, was passed by, and they were 
sent tothe Finance Committee. The fact is as | 
have stated. ‘The bill was here, and they were 
forwarded to the Finance Committee. It was 
ample reason why they were not sent to the other | ferent ground. 
House sooner than they were; but I am unable 
to say why they did not receive the proper direc- 
tion by being sent to the Indian Committee | W&S designed. ‘T') 
instead of the Finance Committee. || for Washington Territory. 

Mr. WELLER. I think the Indian appro- 
priation bill this year passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives much earlier than usual. Is not that 
the fact ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand the Indian ap- , 
propriation bill passed before most of the letters | add: 
came in on which these estimates were founded. 
That is what the Commissioner told me. 

Mr. TOOMBS. But why were these estimates 
sent to the Finance Committee rather than tothe || 
Indian Committee, who had had charge of this 
policy? That was an unusual course. Was it ex- 
pected that difficulties would arise in the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs from those who did know 


poses as the following: office expenses, traveling 
expenses, insurance. I understand it is now the 


I wish to correct a mis- 


I ask the Senator 


taining peace within the present year. 
Mr. HUNTER. That is for a deficiency. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have no objection 


ing them, and so on. 


a division—ayes 2], noes"]2. 


857, $79,000. 


The amendment was adopted. 


insert: 


GLOBE. 


his | The next amendment of the Committee on 
for purposes which, to my mind, justify me in || estimates, as they are called. They are such pur- | 





custom to insure the goods transported to that | 


from Virginia for some explanation of this item. || 
I understand it is not to defray expenditures al- 


The next amend- 
ment appropriates $79,000 for restoring and main- 


to that; but the other, | think, stands on a dif- 

Mr. HUNTER. This is designed for the same 
purpose for which the appropriation of $300,000 
This is the proportion assigned 
Itisa peace policy, 
which is managed by removing the Indians, feed- 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


For restoring and maintaining peace with Indian tribes 
in Washington ‘Territory, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary for expenditure during the year ending June 30, 


The next am#ndment of the committee was to 


For defraying the expenses of the removal and subsistence 
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Finance was: 


| 
To carry into effect treaties with the Ottowa and Chip- 
|| pewa Indians, viz: To enable the Secretary of the Interior 
to pay to Kinuwais, or David King, of Carp and Chocolate 
rivers, Michigan, the amount designed to have been secured 
| to him in the tenth article of the treaty of 28th March, 1836, 
| with the Ottowas and Chippewas, if he shall,on full invee- 
|| tigation, be satisfied the same has not been paid, $100. 


The amendment was adopted. 


The next amendment was: 


| For payment of this amount to William King, it accord- 

ance with schedule C, attached to the treaty with the Six 

| Nations of New York, proclaimed April 4, 1840, in accord- 

| ance with the resolution of the Senate of March 25, 1840, 
$1,500. 


The amendment was adopted. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add: 


For the expenses of surveying and marking the external 
boundaries of Indian pueblos, in the Territory of New 
Mexico, $3,750. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the 
last amendment of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WELLER. I understand that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs has a 
large number of amendments, some of which will 
| unquestionably give rise to debate; and, as the 
usual hour of adjournment has arrived, | move 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw the motion for a moment, to allow me 
to say that I have five or six amendments that I 
think will provoke no discussion. I shall be very 
happy to make the experiment of endeavoring to 
get through this bill to-day. Senatgrs are aware 
| that for Monday there is other business which it 
is presumed will engage the Senate at that time. 
I think that in a few minutes I can get through 
with my amendments. I shall not offer a word 
of explanation of them, presuming them to be all 
right and satisfactory to the Senate, unless some 
one calls for an explanation. 
| Mr.PEARCE. I wish to suggest that it would 

be well, | think, if the Senator from Arkansas 
would submit his amendments and have them 
read now for the information of the Senate. Then 
we can see them in the papers, and know some- 
| thing about them when they are proposed. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to have them 
| read, and printed in the debates. I withdraw my 
| motion for that purpose. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I send the amendments 
| to the Secretary and consider them as read, and 
| move that they be printed. 


of Indians of Washington ‘Territory to the reservations there- 
in, aiding them in procuring their own subsistence, purchase 
of provisions and presents, and compensation of laborers 
these items through? and necessary employés, $60,000: Provided, That a part of 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not know what is the || said sum, not exceeding $4,917, may, by direction of the 
reason. If they had come in earlier they would | Secretary of the Interior, be applied for the payment of the 


The motion was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate ad- 
| journed. 


something about the former policy? Wasa dif- 
ferent place and an easier one wanted for passing 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sa feces printed ihe general iaitetamaen odin te just value of lands, improvements, ang preémption claims 
would have gone to the Committee of Ways and 
Means in the other House, and Finance here, as 
much as the general estimates for the Cherokees, 
Choctaws, &c. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It isagainst the law to include 
them in the general estimates unless there is legal 
authority for it. There is no law for this, and it 
would be iJlegal to put it in the general estimates 
unless there was a law for it. 


| and claims, to the United States. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next améfidment was: 


in the Territory of New Mexico—presents of goods, agri 
| cuJtural implements, and other useful articles—and in as 


law. Where is the general law for fuel and quar- || Mr. WELLER. 
ters? Is not that in the estimates ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator knows that an | 
on the Departments is allowed. There must be || and Governor in Utah Territory ? 
of a Department; but these extraordinary esti- || ernor Young. 
mates are illegal and against the law of the land. 


is that they have been in the appropriation Mills 
year after year. This is the third year that ap- || the question. 
propriations are made for reservations ingn ap-|| Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
propriation bill. 
Mr. TOOMBS. They came from other com- 
mittees, and were proposed as an extraordinary 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


the appropriation for which we are now asked to || are performed by the same person. 


tah. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. The question has been asked | 
for what purposes this appropriation will be | 


owned by whites located within the Indian reservation 
established on the south side of Commencement bay, in 
| Washington Territory, for the Puyallup, and other bands of 
Indians, on the relinquishiment of said lands, improvements, 


For the general incidental expenses of the Lndian service 


. || sisting them to locate in permanent abodes, and sustain 
Mr. HUNTER. We havea great many esti- || themselves by the pursuits of civilized life, to be expended 


mates that come in, for which there is no special || wader the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $47,500. 
I desire to ask the Senator 
| from Arkansas, the chairman of the Committee 
| on Indian Affairs, [Mr. Sesastian,} whether he 
esumate for an appropriation necessary to carry || proposes to separate the offices of superintendent 
j 1 believe the 
a special law or the item must be for the expenses || duties of superintendent are discharged by Gov- 
x. think it veryimportant thatthey 
|| should be separated in that Territory. There are 

Mr. HUNTER. The only foundation for one || reasons which apply there that perhaps do not 
|| apply to“any other Territory, and therefore I ask 


In answer to the question 
of the Senator from California, I can say that I 
am instructed by the Committee on Indian Affairs 
. | to report an amendment providing for the separa- 
policy. || tion of the superintendency in all the Territories 
What is the object of || where the duties of Governor and superintendent 
It embraces 


vote? * Territories of Washington, New Mexico, and 


* Monpay, February 2, 1857. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Daniex Waxpo. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
| The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
| order to be the motion of the gentleman from 
| Missouri [Mr. Puewps] to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of introducing a bill to amend an act 
therein named. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE CLERK. 


The SPEAKER laid béfore the House a com- 
| munication from the Clerk of the House, cover- 
| ing an order of the Legislative Assembly of 
| Canada, transmitting a set of documents to the 
House; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 


i OREGON BILL-—A CORRECTION. 


Mr. GROW. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
souri allow me to have a clerical error corrected 
in an enrolled bill—the bill to authorize the people 
of Oregon to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernment? It is merely to have the gord ‘* merid- 
ian’? substituted for ** parallel.’’ 

There being no objection, the correction was 
| made. 


| 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES FOR VERMONT. 
| Mr. MORRILL. I ask the gentleman from 
| Missouri to give way to allow me to offer a joint 
| resolution. oO 


Mr. PHELPS. Iam apprised of the nature 
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of that joint resolution, and think it ought to pass. 
I therefore have no objection. 

The joint resolution providing for furnishing 
the State of Vermont with a complete set of 


weights and measures was read a first and second 
time. 





It directs the Seert tary of the Treasury to cause 
acomplete set of all the weights and measures 
tandards, such as are made for the 
several custom-houses, to be delivered 
to the Governor of the State of Vermont, or such 
pe rson as he may appoint, for the use of said 
State, in order to replace the set recently de- 
stroyed by fire in the capitol of said State. 

The j resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
by whi the joint resolution was passed, and 
1y the motion to reconsider on the 
» which latter motion was agreed to. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 


Mr. WHITNEY, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
to provide for and regulate the organization of the 
Hlouse of Representatives of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ANDERSON, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
authorizing the Secretary of War to pay certain 
volunteers therein specified; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Task the general consent 
of thie Llouse to allow me to introduce a bill, and 
to have it put upon its passage. It isa bill to 
establish Augusta, Georgia, as a port of delivery. 
I will the House that I shall be called 
away from the THlouse in a few days; and | shal! 
therefore take it as an accommodation if this bill 
be allowed to be put upon its passage. I have 
been here thirteen years, and { believe that this 
is the first bill for the benefit of my constituents 
that I have ever asked to have passed. ’ 

There being no objection, a bill to establish 
Augusta, in the State of Georgia, a port of deliv- 
ery, was read a first and second time. 

The bill declares Augusta, in the State of Geor- 
gia, Within the collection district of Savannah, a 
port of delivery, and that a resident surveyor of 
customs be aAppornte d there. 

Che bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


adopt d as 
use of the 


f 10 moved to 


State to 


JOHN SHAW. 


Mr. SAPP. Lask the unanimous consent of 
the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 
a bill (H.R. No. 657) for the relief of John Shaw, 
aspy in the war of 1812. 

No objection being made, the Committee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the further 
consideration of the said bill. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. LETCHER called for the reading of the 
bill and report. 

The bill diveets the Seeretary of the Treasury 
to pay to John Shaw, of Wisconsin, out of any 
nioneys inthe Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, 33,008, in full for his extraordinary services 
as a scout and spy on the Upper Mississippi tron- 
tier in the war of 1812. 

The memorialist, during the war of 1812, re- 
ceived from Governor Howard, of the Territory 
of Missouri, an appointment to act as scout or spy 
upon the movements of the enemy, which con- 
sisted of Indians and a portion of the British 
forces, upgg the Mississippi frontier from near 
above St. Pouia, upon both sides of said river, 
for a distance of two hundred and fifty miles. 
‘The obj ct 


of this service was to Keep the com- | 


panies of mounted rangers, ordered by the United | 


States Government to various points on the said 
frontier, constantly posted as to the various move- 
ments of the hosule Indians. The memorialist 
was selected for this duty on account of his great 
skill as a hunter, having made him more familiar 
with the wilds than any other man in that coun 


| the report. 


try, and possessed him with powers of endurance 
| which were invaluable for such a service, as also 
because he was thoroughly acquainted with the 
Indians, their manners and “customs. The dis- 
charge of this duty involved great labor, immense 
risks, and excessive fatigue. It lasted for near 
three years —from the summer of 1812 to the 
spring of 1815—during which time the memorial- 
ist performed some of the most heroic deeds of 
daring and extraordinary services that could well 
be conceived. His life was in constant danger. 
At times, there being no ferry-boats, he was com- 
pelled to swim his horse after his canoe in order 


| that he might ride him across the small streams. 


Atother times he would travel overland to various 
settlements in Illinois and Missouri, to discover 
war parties who were constantly committing dep- 
redations. Conveying information of their where- 


| abouts to the troops, he would invarjably accom- 


| rialist never was paid a cent for his services as a | 


| subject of special appointment. 


pany the detachment which went in their pursuit, 
and take a hand in any engagement which might 
ensue. At one time he accompanied a squadron 
as a spy as farup as Rock Island. The memo- 


scout and spy, or for any of the extraordinary 
duties which he performed, and which were the 
Besides this, he 


_ makes oath that he spent out of his own pocket 
$1,700 for horses, arms, ammunition, &c., not 


| one centof which was ever reimbursed him. 


He 


relied upon the Gov@rnor of Missouri, who ap- 


| pointed him, to obtain him such a consideration 
| as what he had done was worth; for the Gov- 
| ernor had promised him that when he could ac- 


| that the motion to reconsider 


| memorialist’s service, the Government would im- | 


quaint the Department at Washington with the 
facts, and the estimate which he placed upon the 


mediately compensate him. 

Mr. SAPP moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. SAPP moved the previous question on the 
passage of the bill, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. SAPP moved that the vote by which the 
bill was passed be reconsidered; and also moved 


table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 
Mr. TODD, from the committee of conference 


| on the part of the House upon the disagreeing 


| votes of the two Houses upon the bill (S. No. | 
296) for the relief of Sally T. Mathews, reported | 


| that they had had the same under consideration, 
| and after full and free conference, had agreed to 


recommend that the House recede from its amend- 
ment to said bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
Clerk will read the names a are signed to 

I was upon that®ommittee of con- 
ference; and, disagreeing with a majority, I did 
not sign the report. 

The Clerk read the names of Lemver Topp 
and Rurus H. Kine as the committee on the part 
of the House. 

The report of the committee was then agreed to. 

Mr. BARCLAY. Lask the unanimous consent 





be laid upon the || 





— 





witness that, during my service in Cone 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| There are residing in my district two very wor 
| But poor men, who have rendered their Cdtinte 
service in a military capacity. 








February 2 

Mr. CARLILE. This is a matte ae 

rivilege—at least [ think it might cor 
Coad. 

Mr. PHELPS. Well, ifitisa matter o 
Uege, I will hear it. 

SHADRACH RICE, 
Mr. CARLILE. The House wil] bea, 


rof Persona] 
ne under that 


f priy. 


me 
. . 2 - ress, | 
have been anything but troublesome in tho Way 


of asking favors for the people of my distriet 
hy 


try 
z p Bills for their 
relief have been reported to this House, placing 


| them upon the invalid pension list, and I am gar 


| caused them to look with earnestness to the action 


isfied that when the reports are read there will 
not be a solitary oe to the passage of th 
bills. Those gentlemen, and their friends 
home, not understanding the rules of this body 
are censuring me for the delay in the passage of 
those bills. The inclemency of the seasop, 


e 


has 


of this House. I therefore ask the unanimous 
consent of the House, as an act of justice to those 
gentlemen, and to place myself right, that the 
Committee of the Whole sans be discharged 
from the further consideration of bills of the 


|| House Nos. 648 and 778, that they may be taken 


up and considered at this time. 
A bill (H. R. No. 648) for the relief of Shad. 


| rach Rice, of Jackson county, Virginia, was read 


for information. 
It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 


| the name of Shadrach Rice, of Jackson county, 


| to cause to 


Virginia, _ the roll of invalid pensioners, and 

ye paid to him ejghit dollars per month 
during the term of his natural life—the payment 
to commence October 15, 1855. ’ 


It appears that Shadrach Rice, now in the 


' eighty-sixth year of his age, enlisted on the 28th 


day of November, A. D. 1792, under General 
Wayne, and served for three years; that he was 


| in the engagement at Fort Recovery, and also in 
| the battle at the rapids of Maumee. i 


During the 


| term of the service referred to, in an engageinent 
| with a party of Indians, Shadrach Rice received 


' out on the back of the shoulder. 


|never before applied for a pension. 


a severe and dangerous wound from the hands of 
an Indian, who thrust his knife through Rice's 
body, entering below the collar bone and coming 
He never en- 
tirely recovered from the effect of this wound. 
Being able, however, to maintain himself, he 


Advanced 


| age has increased the disability from the effects 


of the wound, and he is now helpless nearly, and 


consequently in the evening of his life penniless. 


No objection being made, the Committee of the 
Whole aces was discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill, and it was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 


| grossed, it was accordingly read the third ume, 


and passed. 
JOSEPH BAILEY. 

A bill (H. R. No. 778) for the relief of Joseph 
Bailey, an invalid soldier of the war of 1912, was 
then reported to the House. 

{t directs that the name of Joseph Bailey be 


| entered on the rolls as an invalid pensioner, at 


of the House to discharge the Committee of the || 


Whole House from the further consideration of 
a bill (Hi. R. No. 541) for the relief of George 
Chorpenning. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to make the motion, 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
as there is already a motion to suspend pending, 
made by the gentleman from Missowi, [Mr. 
Puewres. } 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I think I have 
been pretty indulgent to members this morning in 
allowing them to present matters to which there 
was no objection. 

Mr. CARLILE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to appeal to him for one moment. of 

Mr. PHELPS. My friend from Virginia must 


| excuse me, for there have already been many ap- 


peals made to me. 


the rate of eight dollars per month, from the lst 
of December, 1855. 
It appears that Joseph Bailey was a soldier in 
Captain John MecWhorton’s company, in the 
first Virginia regiment, commanded by Colonel 
John Connell, in the Virginia brigade, commanded 
by General Leftwell, and marched with said 
company to Point Pleasant, Virginia, in the year 
1812; that he entered the military service a young 


'man, and in good health; and that while in the 
service, and in the line of his duty, he became 
| diseased in one of his knees, which rendered him 


iftcapable of performing military service, and be 
was discharged, upon a surgeon’s certificate, for 


| Seen at Point Pleasant, in the month of 


October, 1812; and it further appears, from the 
testimony of surgeons of high respectability, who 
reside at Clarksville, Virginia, and who are well 
acquainted with the applicant, that his lameness 
and suffering with his leg is the result of the ex- 
osure to which he was subjected while he was 
in the military service of the United States, 1 
consequence of which he was discharged from 
military service of the United States in 1812. ; 
No objection being made, the Committee ¢! 
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, Whole House was discharged from the fur- 
the V aa feration of the bill, and it was ordered 
~ ». engrossed and read a third time; and being 


crossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 


the r co 


snd passed 


; MM CARLILE moved to reconsider the votes 
by which the bills were passed, and also moved 
a lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 


which latter motion was agreed to. e. 
EXTRA COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYES. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask that certain 
communications from the Treasury Department 


\ 


to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 


Means be referred by the House to that com- 


mittee, and be printed; and also that one of them 


be printed in the Globe, as the former communi- | 


cations on the same subject were so printed. 

It was so ordered. 

The following is the correspondence ordered to 
be published in the Globe: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
CoMPTROLLER’S OrFice, September 15, 1856. 


Sir: Your letter of the 12th, in reply to my letter of the 
same date, written by instruction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the Ilon. William Cullom, of the same date, 
was delivered by Mr. Bates the same evening, after ottice 
jours, but before I had left the office. Mr. Cullom was re-. 
quested to certify that those on the list I returned were not 
salary Officers, if such was the fact. 


In your answer you say: ‘It being a fact that several 


persons whose names are on said list do receive a salary, 
renders it improper to comply with the request.”? The 
answer was laid before the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
3th, (Saturday,) at as early an hour as | found him not 


engaged in business with gentlemen who were with him, | 


and hie instrueted me to request you to designate, in the 
absence of Mr. Cullom, the names of the persons, on said 
list, who are in the receipt of salaries, and the amount of 
salary allowed by law to each? 

The Secretary of the Treasury is desirous of executing 
all orders or resolutions passed by the House of Represent- 
atives during the first and second sessions of the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress, involving the payment, or advance of 
money from the Treasury, so far as he shail find he is au- 
thorized by law to issue his warrant or warrants therefor ; 
and inasmuch as certain officers are created by law, it will 
facilitate his action if you have the information at hand that 
willenable you to refer to the respective acts, joint resolu- 


tions, or resolutions of the House, under or by which said | 


officers, or employés, were appointed. 


Atter my intertiew With the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
on Saturday, my time was so constantly occupied, that | 


could not communicate his wishes, and this is written at the 
close of office hours to-day. 
The listof names sent to Mr. Cullom, on which you in- 
serted two additional names, will accompany this. 
Most sincerely yours, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 


W. P. [Incram, Chief Clerk House of Representatives. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 2 
CoMPTROLLER’s Orrice, September 26, 1856. 
Sir: By instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
transmit to you ‘Treasury draft No, 2381 — for $23,975 — to 


pay to the respective persons the usual extra compensation | 


embraced in the resolution of the House of Representatives 
on the 15th of August, 1856, whose names are on the list 
which I send to you—and which agrees with the list or roll 
furnished from your office. 

You will be charged with said draft of $23,975. 

Most sincerely yours, ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 
Hon. Wittiam Cuttom, 

Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
CoMPTROLLER’s Orrice, January 30, 1857. 

Srr: On the 12th instant you referred to me the letter of 
the Hon. Lewis D. CampBe.t, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, ad- 
dressed to you, bearing same date, in order that I should 
furnish you with the information that will enable you to 
reply to the following portion thereof, viz: 

_‘‘ Your letter of the Sth instant, with the report of the 
Comptroller, has been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and with a view to elicit such information as 
wil enable them to present the question properly before 
the House, I beg leave to inquire upon the authority of 
what law payments were made under the following resolu- 
tions of the House of Representatives, granting extra com- 
pensation to the officers, clerks, messengers, pages, and 
laborers of the House, and to the police and laborers of the 
Capitol and Capitol grounds, viz: 

* Twenty- Ninth Congress, first session. 

‘*'Twenty-Ninth Congress, second session. 

* Thirtieth Congress, first session. 

= Thirteth Congress, second session. 

“ Thirty-First Congress, first session. 

** Thirty-First Congress, second session. . 

“ Thirty-Second Congress, first session. 

“ Thirty-Second Congress, second session. 

“ Thirty-Fourth Congress, first session. °? 

In reply L have respectfully to state, that there is no 
authority for the payments made under the resolutions of 
the Twenty-Ninth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-First Congresses, 


and of the first session of the Thirty-Second Congress, but | 


that which is in the resojutions themselves, and it is not 
derived from or supported by any law, but has its origin 
Only in the supposed absolute right of each House to dis- 
Pose of its contingent fund according to its pleasure, where 
there exists no Jaw to the contrary. The resolution of the 











second session of the Thirty-Second Congress is sanctioned 
by the appropriation in the act of March 3, 1853, making 


appropriations tor the civil and diplomatic expenses of the || Congre 
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| 


Government for the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1854. | 


(Statutes at Large, vol. 10, p. 189.) As respects the remain- 
ing resolution, viz: that of the first session of the Thirty- 


Fourth Congress, | have to say, that no accounts of pay- | 


ments under it have yet been received at this office. 

The resolution of the L5th of August, 1856, is as follows: 

** Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay, out of the 
contingent fund of the House, the usual extra compensation 
to that class of employés who received the same at the last 
Congress, and to the other employés of the House respect- 
ively, including those employed in the office of the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, an amount equa: to twenty 
per cent. on their annual compensation: Provided, That 
this resolution shall not be construed to include the ‘Public 
Printer.” 

It embraces two classes of employés: 

Ist. Those who received the usual extra compensation at 
the last Congress. 

2d. The other employés of the House an amount equal 
to twenty per cent. on their annual compensation. 

It is susceptible ef having a third class, in these words : 


i 
} 


3d. Those employed in the office of the Superintendent | 


of Public Printing. 

1. Those in the first class did not receive a compensation 
under the joint resolution of July 20, 1854, and are not ex 
cluded from receiving the usual extra compensation by the 
express terms of that resolution. They were paid under 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the loth 


of August, 1856, because it was not perceived that they came | 


| Within the prehibitory clause of the resolution of July 20, 





1854, 

The Hon. William Cullom, Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on the 29th of August, 1856, made a requisi- 
tion for $10,000, for paying the second cla$s, but not the 
first class; and the consequence was, that importunities 
were frequent by those who were interested in having the 
first class paid for their own services, or as parents, or rep- 
resentatives. 


[t was said this class of employés were selling their || adistinct act of legislation to avoid the fate that had attended 
claims, because representations were made that their being | 


| paid was doubtful. 


As they were not excluded by the joint 


| 


| 


resolution of July 20, 1854, a list of their names was ob- | 


tained from the chief clerk of the House of Representatives, 
and its accuracy was tested by the previous payment, when 
the name of the same person was on both lists. 

Your anxiety to execute all orders and resolutions of the 
first and second sessions of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 
involving the payment or advance of money from the 
‘Treasury, that were deemed to be authorized by law, was 
communicated in a letter to Mr. Ingram, chief clerk, dated 
September 15, 1856, a copy of which is presented herewith. 

After a protracted correspondence, and on your being 
satisfied that those whose names were on the list were en 
titled, under the resolution of August 15, 1856, to the usual 


annual compensation, you issued your warrant on the || 


Treasury for $23,975, which having been perfected as re- | 


quired by law, a draft was issued by the ‘Treasurer of the 
United States, and transmitted to Mr. Cullom in a letter 
from this office, dated the 26th of September last, accom- 
panied by the list of names mentioned above, with the 
amount to be paid to each person. Extracts from that let- 
ter are sent herewith. An entire copy of the letter is not 
sent, from the belief thata part of it is foreign to the present 
inquiry. 

All the resslutions of the House of Representatives, to 
which Mr. CaMpBELL refers, except the last, being the res- 
olution of the first session of the ‘Thirty-Fourth Congress, 
were adopted before the prohibitory joint resolution ot July 
20, 1854, became alaw. It is in these words: 

“ Joint Resolution to fix the compensation of the employés 
in the legislative department of the Government, and to 
prohibit the allowance of the usual extra compensation 
to such as receive the benefits hereof. 

* Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the officers, clerks, messengers, and other employés in the 
legislative department of the Government, shall be paid an 
increased compensation of twenty per cent. upon the com- 
pensation now received by them respectively ; and the mes- 
sengers of the House of Representatives shall not receive 
less than is allowed to messengers of the Senate of the same 
class ; such increased compensation to commence from the 
[st day of July, 1853; and that a sum sufficient to pay the 
same to the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 


Provided, That no person whose compensation was in- | 


creased by the act approved April 22, 1854, shall be bene- 
fited by this joint resolution: Ind provided further, hat 
the usual extra compensation shall not hereafter be allowed 


to any person receiving the benefits of this joint resolution.” 


Those in the first clas@of the Louse resolution of August |} 


15, 1856, were paid, because they did not receive the twenty 
per cent. under said joint resolution, and therefore were 
not within its prohibitory proviso. 

A part of the second section of the act of March 3, 1845, 
second session of the Twenty-Eighth Congress, vol. 5, page 
763-64, is as follows: 

“That no part of the appropriations which may be made 
for the contingent expenses of either House of Congress, 
shall be applied to any other than the ordinary expenditures 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, 
nor as extra allowance to any clerk, messenger, or attend- 
ant of the said two Houses, or either of them, nor as pay- 
ment Or compensation to any clerk, messenger, or other 
attendant to be employed by a resolution of one of said 
Houses, nor in the purchase of books to be distributed to 
members.”? 

If it should be urged that the words quoted are as restrict- 
ive as the joint resolution of July 20, 1854, the answer 1s, 
that it is in an appropriation act which, by the construction 
put upon it by those who administered the laws in the De- 

ment of the Treasury, expired with the fiscal year. 
is is conclusive to mry mind, from the circumstance that 
payments thereafter made were not disallowed. 

That the House of Representatives, at the next Congress, 
put the same construction upon the second section of the 
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act of March 3, 1845, is evident to my mind from the fol- 

lowing facts : The second session of the Twenty-Bighth 

ss commenced its session on the 2d of December 

1844. On the 17th of that month, Joseph R. Ingersoll movec 
the following resolution, wliich was read, and debate ensu- 
ing thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 

** Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, at the close of 
the session, pay out of the contingent fund, to these in the 
service of the House, an amount equal to that paid to sim- 
ilar individuals by the Senate during the present Congress.” 
—Journal, p. 92. 

On the 23d of the same month, Mr. McClelland moved a 
resolution to pay the persons in the packing-room for their 

| services at the first session the same compensation that 
| the messengers received; which was laid over under the 
rule because debate arose. (Journal, p. 132.) I do not find 
they were called up again. At that session, the act of 

March 3, 1845, from which I have quoted, was passed, and 

no compensation of the kind for that year was given. 

At the first session of the Twenty-Ninth Congress, the 
following resolution was adopted : 

** Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized 
and directed to pay, out of the contingent fund, to the clerks, 
messengers, pages, and laborers of this House, the same 
compensation that has heretofore been paid to the same 
persons in the Senate.’? — Journal, first session Twenty- 
Ninth Congress, p. 1200. 

If the House of Representatives had deemed the second 

| section of the act of March 3, 1845, in force,-it is not to be 
believed that the resolution copied above would have been 
offered or adopted. 

Very many have entertained the opinion that every clause 

| of an appropriation act expires at the end of the fiscal year, 
unless prolonged by express words. On that point, I give 
no opinion here. The question was examined by me soon 
after [ commenced to discharge the duties of this office, and 
| the records will show the opinion [ entertained. 

The Honse thereafter continued to pass resolutions to 
give extra compensation to those in its employ, until the 
first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, at which session 
the joint resolution of July 20,1854, became a law. It was 








| 
' 


previous efforts in appropriation acts to correct abuses. It 
| Is & permanent law by itself, in terms so explict as to be 
understood. 

Those in the first class, as designated above, were not 
| within the prohibition of the second proviso, bebause they 
declined to receive the twenty per cent. ; and to make pro- 
vision for them, the rules were suspended on the 3d of 
August, 1854, and the following resolution was adopted : 

* Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be paid 
| to the pages, folders, and such other employés who have 
heretofore received the same, @nd who have not, and shall 
} not hereafter, receive the benefits of the joint resolution 
approved July 20, 1854.’?— Journal, first session Thirty- 
| Third Congress, p. 1282. 

This resolution of the House is a cotemporaneous con- 
struction of said joint resolution of July 20, 1854. The con- 
struction put upon the resolution of the House of the 15th 
| of August, 1856, by yourself and by this office, in connection 
| With the joint resolution of 1854, copied above, is as much 
| the subject of inquiry as to what has been withheld from 
| the claimants in the second and third classes, as to what 
| has been paid to the first class; and Mr. CAMPBELL, as the 
| organ of the Committee of Ways and Means, having re- 
| ferred to my report which embraced al) the classes in the 

| House resoggtion of August 15, 1856, * elicits such inform- 
| ation as will enable them (the committee) to present the 
|} question properly before the House.’’ 
1) To enable the committee to do this, | proceed to remark 
\| upon the two other classes very briefly, and upon the power 
of the Secretary of the Treasury and the Comptroller in 
| regard to making advances of money from the Treasury 
II. All the persons and officers of the House who would 
| have been paid from said $10,000, if it had been advanced 
to Mr. Cullom, received the benefits of the foint resolution 
of July 20, 1854, (if in office,) and were prohibited by the 
| terms thereoffrom receiving the usual extra compensation, 
| in these words: 

‘* And provided further, That the usual extra compensa- 
tion shall not hereafter be allowed to any person receiving 
the benefits of this joint resolution.’’ 

Under these circumstances, the question was, for your- 
self, as Secretary of the Treasury, and for mysel!, as Comp- 

|| troiler of the Treasury, to decide what does the law require 
|ofus? Our duties are prescribed by the act of September 
| 2, 1789, being an a@@to establish the Treasury Department. 
| (Vol. 1, p. 65.) As to drawing money trom the Treasury, 
you, as Secretary of the Treasury, are “to grant, under the 
limitations herein established, or to be hereafter provided, 
all warrants for moueys to be issued from the Treasury, in 
|| pursuance of appropriations by law.’’ My duty as Comp- 
| troller is ** to countersign all warrants drawn by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury which shall be warranted by law.”’ 

Mr. Cullom, as Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
made his requisition for $10,000, to pay compensations to 
himself and other officers, under a resolution of the House 
of August 15, 1856, when the joint resolution of the 20th of 

| July, 1854, expressly prohibits the payment. This was the 
|| opinion of each of us, after a very careful investigation. 
|! We hold that one House cannot repealalaw. ‘That the 
| appropriation clause in these words, *‘ And to enabic the 
|| Clerk of the House of Representatives to pay the adiitional 
|| compensation to its employés and others, authorized by the 

resolution of the House of Representatives of August 15, 
| 1856, is hereby appropriateg out of any money in the Trens- 
|| ury not otherwise appropriated, and is hereby added to the 
|| contingent fund of the House of Representatives,” does not 

| sanction any act of the House of Representatives not coin 

| petent-for the House of itself to perform. If the contingent 
|| fund of the House had been sufficiently large to have paid 

| those who were prohibited from receiving the usual exira 
|| compensation by the joint resolution of July 20, 1854, would 
|| the Clerk have been justified in paying them twenty per 
|.cent. under the resolution of the House of August Tf, 1506 ? 
| Certainly not, unless one House can repeal a law. The 
| office of the appropriation clause was to furnish money for 
| that which the House had done within its legitimate sphere 
') of action, and nothing further. The word “ authorized”? 


| 
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vis therefore most appropriately used. There being no law 
(1) Ure clauses in the appropriation acts were inoperative | 
alter the expiration of Lhe fiscal year) against the House 

ing Out Of its Conungent fund its enployés who had not | 
eived the benefit of ihe joi re olution of July 20, led; 
ithaving. by the resolution of August 15, 1856, embraced 
eo far as tucy were concerned, 
éhoriy” Was given; because to Uial extent its power 


pa 
Pp 


cjass o employe 


extended, but not beyoud that 
iff. The resolu 


Hupenntendent of Public Printing, and attempted to raise 
their salanes. 


it was believed by us, that the House of Representatives | 


had no more authority to inerease the salaries of the Super 
intendeot of Public Printing, and those employed in his 


oflice, by paying the amount out of its contingent fund, | 


than it had to increase the salary of any other officer hold- 
ing @ civil, military, or naval appointment. 


\ tabular statement will accompany this, designating the | 


Congresses and sessions at which the House of Represent 


atives adopted resolutions giving extra compensation to | 


different officers or persons, from the first session of the 
Twenty-Ninth Congress to the first session of the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress inclusive, with the exception of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, which is not mentioned in Mr. CampBE.u’s 
letter; and designating, also, the dates of the respective 
nets making appropriations for defraying the contungent 
expenses of said House. 

| owe an apology to the committee, to the House, and to 
yourself, for the time consumed in the investigation of the 
matters presented by Mr. CAMPBELL, a3 chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Mr. Ramsey, chief clerk 
in this office, and William Anderson, a clerk of Jong expe 
rience, were detailed for the service at the earliest practi- 
oable hour. The jatter gentieman had examined the ac- 
counts in this office as they were respectively settled. From 
the siekness of Mr. Ramsey, and from the severity of the 
weather that detained him at home, and from the death of 
a member of his family, the investigation was necessarily 
delayed. I had no clerk to supply Mr. Ramsey’s place. 

Mr. CaMpae.u’s letter is returned herewith. 

Most respectfully yours, 

ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 
lion. James Gutrurie, Secretary of the Treasury. 


General ap | Statutes _— 
propriation | at Largese wt 
7 . ere 
act—Ww | No. of . 
et hen I | found. 


Resolution of House 
of Representatives 
granting extra-com 
pensation — when 


saihiad passed. volume. 
ASS. 

Le Se 
29th Congress Istsess. Aug. 10, 1846 | 9 i; &5 
1ouh 24 “« | March 3, 1847 9 155 
| 30th + Ist “* | Aug. 12, 1848 9 O84 
120th 2d *“* March 3, 1849 9 354 
j3ist as Sept. 30, 1850 9 523 
j3lst “ 2d “ | March 3, 1851 } 9 599 
co : > «§ | Aug. 31,1852} 10 | 7% 
|sd * ist .§ ; March3,1853/ 10 | 183 
| 32d “ 2d “ | March 3, 1853 10 | 190 


| § Aug. 18, 1856 | Pamphlet | , 90 
134th Ist “ | Ed. °55-56 
Q Ang. 18, 1856 | 1103-104 
[So 
Treasury DEPARTMENT. 
Jdnuary 31, 1857. 
Sirk: Referring to my letters to you of the 7th, 10th, 12th, 
and L3th tostant, relative to additional compensation to 
certain employés of the House of Representatives, I have 
now the honor to inclose the report of the Comptroller of 


the ‘Treasury, to whom the subject had been referred, and | 


to say, that ta the views and arguments of the Comptroller 


I fully concur 
l am, very respectfully, JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


lion. L. D. Campnen., Chairman Committee of Ways and 
Means, House of Representatives. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickuys, its Secretary, notifying the House 


that the Senate had passed a resolution constitu- 
ting a committee of three members, to join such 


committee as might be appointed by the House | 


of Representatives, lo ascertain and reporta mode 
of examining tie votes for President and Vice 


President of the United States, and of notifying | 


the persons elected of their election; and had ap- 


= Mr. Biever, Mr. Bensamix, and Mr. | 


‘oor, the committee on the part of the Senate. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that a 


committee of five be appointed by the Chair, in | 


confurmity with the resolution of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. PAINE, from the Committee on Patents, 
em ry @ adverse report on the petition of 
*hineas Emmons and others, heirs of Uri Em- 


mons; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ENTRIES UNDER THE GRADUATION ACT. 


The question being on Mr. Pure rs’s motion to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of introducing 
a bill to amend an act therein named, 

Mr. HAVEN said: I wish to say one word 


the House of Representatives of 
Aucuet 15, 1556, included those employés in the office of the 


| about this bill, for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Missouri and others, if he will allow me. 
The SPEAKER. The question is not debata- 
ble, unless by general consent. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. HAVEN. I only desire to say tifis single 
| word. We have had two votes ona motion to 
suspend the rules for the peroens of introducing 
this bill, and I have myself voted once against it. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


General Land Office. The bill has application 
only to those lands that are reduced in price, so 
that no loss will inure totheGovernment. [hope 
|| the House will suspend the rules without further 
controversy, and pass this bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. This bill also does away with 


ond section of that bill. 


pended. 
|| The bill was read a first and second time. 


| entries of public lands made under the act to grad- 
uate and reduce the price of the public lands to 
actual settlers and cultivators, approved August 
4, 1854, made prior to the passage of this act, in 
which the purchaser has made the affidavit and 
paid the purchase-money, as required af said act, 
excepting those entries under the act where fraud 


the General Land Office previous to the issuing of 
the patents; in which cases patents shall not issue 
antl 

missioner (after proper investigation ) that the en- 
tries were made in good faith; provided that this 





thus restored to market have been entered by an- 
other person. 

|| Mr. PHELPS moved the previous question on 
the third reading of the bill. 


main question ordered; and under its operation, 


third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved 





|| which latter motion was agreed to. 

|| Mr. BRANCH. I movetoamend thetitle. I 
|| do notunderstand the billasamending the existing 
|| law, or as intended to establish any new construc- 
tion of the law, but only to relieve certain parties 
|| who have made entries under mistake of the law. 
| I therefore move to strike out the title as it stands, 
|| and insert the following: *‘An act to confirm cer- 
| tain entries of land therein named.”’ 
| 





Mr. PHELPS. I agree to that amendment. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I move to amend the title 
further by calling it ‘* An act for the purpose of 

| enabling persons to hold land without comply- 
ing with the requirements of the original act.” 
{ Laughter. | 

The SPEAKER. The amendment cannot be 
received unless it be stated in writing. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Brancu] 
to strike out the words ‘* therein named,’’ in 

;| his amendment, and to insert the words ‘‘ under 
the graduation act,’’ so that everybody can under- 
stand it. - 
Mr. BRANCH. The title which [ have sug- 





of the bill, and I do not see what force might 
result from the amendment suggested by the 
gentleman from Alabama. I prefer to let it siand 
as it is. 

Mr. Brancn’s amendment to the title was 
agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. GROW. I desire to ask the consent of 
the House to submit a motion to set apart next 
Saturday for territorial business, in order to com- 
plete the three days which the House had set 
apart in the beginning of this session. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have no objection at all 

|| to that, if the gentleman will confine himsel@o 
| matters local in their character. 


| Mr.GROW. I will say to the gentleman from 


I have, however, examined it since, and have | 
talked on the subject with the Commissioner of the | 


many objections to the other offered by my friend | 
from Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron.] I omit the sec- | 
The question was taken; and the rules were sus- | 


It legalizes and orders patents to issue for all | 


is or may be charged before the Commissioner of | 
it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Com- | 


act shall not be so construed as to confirm any of 
the entries which have heretofore been annulled 
and vacated by the Commissioner, and-the lands | 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a | 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; | 


| gested appears to express sufficiently the object 
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Georgia that the Committee on Territorie 
now no bills in their possession inyoly; 





S have 


i 


/ ng t 

| slavery question. They reported those the Brus 
, « > > > - -C 
| day. Whether or not the House set apart i. 


| other day for territorial business, it w 
| difference on this question. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Then I hope the 
| will set apart next Saturday; the gentle 
Pennsylvania confining his action to 
local crane 
Mr. GROW. I have no objection to tha 
The Kansas bill reported the other day is 
the House on a motion to recommit, ; 


ill make no 


House 
man from 


bills of 


befo re 


1 » And it wil 
be there until acted on; and whether yoy set 


apart another day or not, it will not atiect the 
position of that bill. I ask that Saturday next 
may be devoted to the consideration of local tor. 
ritorial business, to make up the three days ori. 
ginally set apart for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. TP object. 

Mr. GROW. Then I move to Suspend the 
rules. 

The question was taken, and the rules were 
suspended; when 


Mr. GROW offered the resolution, and it was 





agreed to. 

Mr. GROW moved that the vote by which the 
resolution was agreed to be reconsidered; and algo 
moved that the motionto reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. KELSEY. I rise to a question of priy. 
ilege. I am instructed by the investigating com. 
mittee unanimously to report the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House be, 
and he is hereby, instructed to bring James W. Simonton, 
now in his custody by order of the House, before the selec; 
committee appointed on the 9th ultimo, to answer on the 
summons of the Speaker such questions as may be pro 
pounded to him touching the subject-mattet of said inyes- 
tigation by said eommittee. 

Mr. K. called the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be-put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. KELSEY moved that the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted be reconsidered; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 
|| The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS, ETC. 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I would inquire of 
the Chair whether the motion I made a week ago 
to-day does not now come up in order? 

TheSPEAKER. The question was postponed 
until to-day. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. [ call it up now. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 





calls up the motion to reconsider the vote whereby 
the bill (H. R. No. 187) to establish the collec- 
tion districts of the United States, and designating 
ports of entry and ports of delivery in the same, 
and for other purposes, was made the special 
order for the 9th of December last. Upon that 
motion, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] raises the question of order, that it is not 
in order to entertain the motion to reconsider, 
inasmuch as the day set apart for the considera- 
tion of the bill has passed. The Chair overrules 
the point of order, upon the ground that, inasmuch 
as the motion to reconsider has certain privileges, 
the Chair cannot refuse to entertain it, although 
the day to which the motion to reconsider relates 





postponement before the House again? _ 

The SPEAKER. If the House reconsider the 

vote by which the consideration of the bill was 

ostponed, it will bring the motion to postpone 
befoge the House. If the House think it not pos- 
sible to consider it on the 9th of December, they 
will change the time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House re- 
consider the motion, the question will be upon 
postponing the consideration of the bill to the 
9th of December, 1856. f 

The SPEAKER. The House can amend it as 
to time. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 


effect if the House should vote to reconsider, the 


has passed. 

‘| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. What will be the 
day having passed? Does it bring the matter of 

| 
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es haye wand as the judgment of the House?”’ was put, } with the phraseology, but with the operation of {| Paine, Perry, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Reade, Ricaud, 
INE the _ od the decision of the Chair was sustained. || the existing laws. In regard to most of them, | re Re ee ere eet Summons, Talbott, 
he other wy. FULLER, of Maine. I have but a word || they have undergone judicial investigation, and |) wihtid. Wood Daniel 6. Wiehe ned tone cee 
art an. or two to say to iudicate to the Flouse the motion | the country has been made cognizant of the judi- || 68, ; P ae. 
nake no . +) Jam about to make. Since I moved the || cial interpretation of these laws. And now we So the main question was ordered. 

~etponement of this question last Monday for || are calied upon to vote on this bill, without its The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

House ies week, the bill has been considered, and two being subjected to analysis in the Committee of The question recurred or the motion to post- 
4n from a three alterauons of an important character the W hole on the state of the Union, where all |) pone the further consideration of the bill estab- 
lls of a have been made in relation to its details. I will its provisions might have been discussed and con- |) lishing the collection districts of the United States, 

siate what they are. The first one is substituting, || sidered. We are called upon, under the force || and designating the ports of entry and ports of 
(oO that. in the fifth chapter, boys of sixteen years of age | and pressure of the previous question, todo what? || delivery in the same, and for other purposes, till 
® before for boys of eighteen years of age. he second Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Will the gentleman || the 9th of December, 1856. 
L it will js imposing tonnage ay twice where it was be- || pardon me for interrupting him again? He rose | Mr. FULLER, of Maine, moved the previous 
VOU set fore three times; and the third is to strike out || to Ny a question, | question. ' 
lect the the limitation on importing beer, ale, &c., in|} Mr. WALKER. I will put this question: I | Mr. HAVEN. I would like to say one word, 
LY next quantities not less than forty gallons. __ || will ask the gentleman a question, and if he do || if I can, in reference to the merits of the bill. I 
cal ter. Mr. Speaker, there are certain objections which || not answer it properly, I think the House will. | have no desire to make any factious opposition 
LYS ori. have been made to this bill; and I have received | I ask him whether he thinks it is wise and states- || to—— 
, memorial from a committee purporting t6 act || manlike, withovt consideration, and in this hot || Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Under the call for 
in behalf of the Chamber of Commerce of New || haste, to force on the country and on the Depart- | the previous question debate is not in order. 
nd the York; but I will say that the memorialists are |! mentsa system of measures which have riot been The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order uniess 
under an entire misapprehension of the e || discussed, and of which this House and the coun- || by unanimous consent. 
‘3S Were visions of the bill as it now stands. The diffi- || try have no cognizance ? \ | Objection was made. 

’ culties they refer to are obviated by the bill as Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I will respond to | Mr. HAVEN. Very well. I have no desire, 
it Wag amended. ; the gentleman’s question by saying that this bill || Mr. Speaker, to make any factious opposition to 
; I now propose to offer, as a substitute for the | has been considered for years by the Treasury || this bill. I have never done that in regard to any 
ch the original bill, a bill which incorporates all the || Department, and as carefully as its ability and |! bill. : 
nd algo amendments reported by the committee, in order || integrity will permit. It has been considered in || There are many provisions in the bill which I 
d upon to obviate the necessity of taking a vote upon || the Senate, and passed there. The first twochap- || think excellent, some that are indifferent, and 

each amendment separately. There is, however, || ters to which the gentleman makes objection have || others positively bad. I should like to vote for 
one other amendment, which has been made at || been considered by two Congresses inthis House; || the bill with some amendments, which I think 
the suggestion of the Secretary of the Treasury. | and I believe the billisas perfectas itcan be made, || very material; but if the previous question is to be 
it is an important amendment, and postpones the | and that this House is as well qualified to act upon || insisted upon—and the gentleman having charge 
f priv. time when the bill shall go into operation to the || it now as it will be in any subsequent Congress. || of the bill [Mr. Futter] admonishes me it is to 
5 com- commencement of the fiscal year 1658. The rea- Mr. WALKER. I want to ask anether ques- || be—and no amendments are to be allowed, then 
ng res- sons for it are quite obvious. If the Treasury | tion. Itis, whether the proposed substitute,form- |, | am very decidedly against the bill, [cries of 
Department shall be reorganized on the 4th of | ing that large volume at the Clerk’s table, has been | ‘* Order!’’] and I here wash my hands of the 
use be, March next, the bill will have the examination printed and subjected to the examination of this | whole concern. I advise the House that there 
—— and scrutiny of the new officers of the Treasury; | House ? : are sections of the bill that, in my opinion, violate 
aa and if by possibility any error or mistake shall Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I will say to the | the Constitution; are unprecedented in legislation ; 
be pro have crept into the bill, the next Congress will, || gentleman from Alabama, that the bill has been || and, in very essential particulars, change the 
d inves- by repeal or additional enactments, cover any | printed over and over again. Every one of the |; common law. [Cries of “Order!” ** Order !’’| 
defect. ; -— amendments has also been printed, with theexcep- || Other gentlemen may vote for it if they please, as 
I offer the substitute for the original bill; and | tion of three or four trivial ones to which I have |, it is 
1d the upon that [ demand the previous question. | alluded this morning. Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order now to have 
er the Mr. WALKER. Dol understand the gentle- || The previous question was seconded. . the bill read ? 7 
d to, man from Maine as offering the substitute, with- || Mr. PAVEN called for the yeas and nays on The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
which out accompanying that with another motion to |) ordering the main question. Mr. LETCHER. Well, then, as nobody has 
1; and postpone until Monday next? The yeas and nays were ordered. read the bill except the chairman of the commit- 
e laid The SPEAKER. The question is upon the || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the || tée, I hope the bill will be read. 
motion to reconsider, and no other motion can be || motion to reconsider be ld on the table. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
entertained until that is disposed of, and upon || The motion was not agreed to. original bill be read first, and then the substitute. 
that motion the previous question is demanded. || Mr. LETCHER. Would it be in order to have Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
The substitute cannot now be received. ' the bill read now? tion of.orftr. I wish to ask whether it would be 
uire of Mr. WALKER. [ask the gentleman to with- The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this || in order to move to recommit the bill to the Com- 
‘k ago draw the call for the previous question for a | time. “4 mittee on Commerce? 
single moment. || Mr.GREENWOOD. There seems to be some The SPEAKER. Not while the call for the 
poned Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I withdraw the call. } difference of opinion as to what would be the re- || previous question is pending. 
Mr. WALKER. I think, Mr. Speaker, that || sult of this vote. The question, as I understand Mr. BOYCE. I wish to say one word in the 
OW. Iam entitled to that much courtesy at the hands || it, and asstated by the Chair, is, ** Shall the main |, way of a question of privilege. It would take a 
Maine of the gentleman from Maine, because in the day | question be now put?’’ which main question is | week to read the bill. 
eeeby set apart for the discussion of this bill the discus- | on the postponement of the consideration of the The SPEAKER. That is not a question of 
-ollec- sion was confined to himself. He intimated to || bill. privilege. 
naling mea desire that there should be, so far as our The SPEAKER. The main question is on the Mr. BOYCE. Then I move to lay the bill on 
same, limited time allowed, a full and careful considera- || motion to reconsider. the table. ‘ 
pecial tion of this bill. I haye paid some attention to|| Mr.GREENWOOD. And if the motion to Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Is that motion in 
7 Me it. I find on examining it that it covers, in its reconsider be voted down, that is, as | understand order at this time? ant 
(Mr. first shape as it came to us from the hands of the || it, an end of the bill. The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Is not committee, three hundred and forty-two printed || The question was taken; and it was decided in | Mr. SAVAGE. Can I inquire as to the num- 
a pages, without counting the numerous amend- i the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 68; as follows: ber of pages a the bill? 
ments resulting from still further searches on the || YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bar- The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this 
rrules part of the committee. It consists of fourteen || clay, Bell, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bowie, || time. 
much long chapters, the first and second of which— || Bradshaw, Branch, Buffinton, Burlingame, Cadwalader, | Myr, STEPHENS. Is it not competent for the 
lexes ae || James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, ; ; . te os 
ees, containing, the one, one hundred and eleven, the | Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Co. House to dispense with the reading of the bill? 
ough other, thirty-seven sections—are wholly and en- |! vode, Cragin, Cullen, Dafrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Den- | The SPEAKER. It is. 
elates rely new to our revenue system. I find, sir, on 1 Etheridge, 1 rg hema te et oad a, Mr. STEPHENS. Then I move to dispense 
| . ’ : utheridge ustis, Evans, raulkne rlorence, 1omas J. : g : 
ye the “aa eh eye through the long bitl, that it con- D. Fuller, Galloway, Granger, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert || bs the oanae - ~ bill. i ill take a 
8 four hundred and fourteen sections—— || B. Hall, Harlan, Herbert, Hodges, Holloway, Howard, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 4#t will take 
Rape Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I gave way to the || Hughston, Jewett, Kelly, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, || two-third vote to do that, because the rule requires 
er of gentleman, not to allow ‘him to make a speech, but Knox, Kunkel, Mace, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Millson, |! the bill to be read. : 
to ask a question. Morrill, Mott, Norton, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Pettit, || The SPEAKER. It will, if there be objeetion. 
or the M : . Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ready, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, || a, + T . 
r. WALKER, I will state to the House ) sage, Sa p, Scott, Seward, Sherman, Samuel A. Smith Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
| was that what I am now saying is preliminary to the |) William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
_— question which I design to propound. It is not || ‘Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, | that unless the House suspend its rules any mem- 
, pos- my wish to consume time unnecessarily, but the || Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman,Walbridge,Cad- | }er of the House has the right to demand the 
they ; . . : || walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B.Washburne, Israel Wash- 7 f ; 

) mportance of this bill must strike every gentle- || burn, Watson, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, | reading of the bill. 

man on this floor. It proposes to effect an entire || and Zollicoffer—114. Mr. STEPHENS. I move to suspend the 
7a change in oygwhole revenue system. That the 1 NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley S. Bennett, | rule which requires the reading of a bill; and I 
epee existing lawiire defective, there can be no ques- || rea Wilaan E,W. Covey Gon, Ontes, Coeitee, Ba. || take this occasion io state that I have not made 
) the tion, for they run throughout the whole history || vidson, Dowdell, Famundson, Elliott, Flagler, Poster, Gar- || up my mind as to this bill. I think I shall vote 
A of our Government, dating back from its incep- || nett, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. against it. ButI do not want to have turee or 


yhair 





tion up to this very hour. Many of those laws || Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, 
; . é Jeorge W. Jones, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, Leiter, Letche 
are doubtless defective and contradictory; but the || Geer’ }V: Jonge, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, vet r taewell? 


no gee Alexander K."Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, 
partments have become familiarized not only || McMullin, McQueen, Moore, Morgan, Murray, Packer, 


/ 


four days occupied in its reading. s 
Mr. LETCHER. Will my friend from Geor- 
gia tell me whether he has read the bill? 
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Mr. STEPHENS. I never have. 
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| Also, that the Senate had passed the following 


Mr. LETCHER. Neither have I, and I want || bills; in which he was directed to ask the concur- 


to hear it read, 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
been prints d. 

‘The question heing on suspending the rules, 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. A motion to recommit, which I 
wish to make—— 

The SPEAKER. 
order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I wish to appeal 
to the gentleman from Georgia to withdraw his 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
112, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, Bell, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Branch, 
Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, 
Ezra Clark, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cullen, Damrell, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 


But, Mr. Speaker, it has 


Such a motion is not in 


Dodd, Durfee, Etheridge, Eustis, Flagler, Florence, Thomas | 


J. D. Puller, Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Herbert, Hickman, Hodges, Holloway, Hughston, Jewett, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshali, 
Maxwell, Millward, Moore, Morrill, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Sherman, 
William Sintth, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Ste- 
hens, Stewart, Stranaban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, 
Winslow, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ball, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Brenton, Burnett, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Timothy Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Evans, Fos 
ter, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, George 
W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, 
MeCartvy, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Perry, Phelps, Powell, 
Purvear, Quitman, Reade, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Shorter, 
Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Talbott, Trippe, Underwood, 
Walker, Watkins, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—76. 


So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof.) 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
bill. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois.@I desire to 
know the precise situation of the bill before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. After the bill has been read, 
the question will first be upon the motion to lay 
upon the table, and if that be negatived, then upon 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
motion to postpone. 
that motion? 

The SPEAKER. Itis competent for’the gen- 
tleman from Lilinois to withdraw it, ifitis his mo- 
ton, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
motion, and | withdraw it. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Do I understand 
that the gentleman from Illinois withdraws his 
motion to postpone ? . 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Well, sir, that mo- 
tion being withdrawn, I now offer a substitute for 
the original bill;and upon that I demand the pre- 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to lay upon the 
table takes precedence, and must be first put 
before a subStitute can be offered. | 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is it in order to move that | 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. ltis. | 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I submit that mo- | 
ion. . 
The motion was not agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
| 


I made the 
Is it my right to withdraw 


It is my 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspuny Dickins, its Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the following | 
bills of the House: 

An act (No, 587) for the relief of Captain | 
Thomas Duncan, of the United States Army; and 

An act (No. 336) for the relief of Ransdell Pegg. 


He does withdraw it. 1] 


rence of the House: 

An act (No. 547) for the relief of William F. 
Russell, of Florida; and 

An act (No. 387) to provide for the regular 
transmission of the mail on route No. 6840. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS, ETC.—AGAIN. 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I would inquire 
what effect the withdrawal of the motion of the 
gentleman from Illinois has upon the demand for 
| the reading of the bill? When the motion to post- 
pone was the pending question, the gentleman 
from Tennessee called for the reading of the bill. 
That motion being withdrawn, does not the read- 
ing of the bill fall with it? 
[The SPEAKER. The withdrawal of the mo- 
| tion has no effect upon the reading of the bill what- 
,ever. Itis the right of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to have the bill read, either upon the 
motion to lay upon the table, or upon ordering 
the bill to be engrossed. The Clerk will read the 
bill. 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I would ask the 
gentleman from Tennessee if he desires the ori- 
ginal bill and amendments read, when the substi- 
| tute is the same thing? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
| read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. Would it be in order to move to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. That is not a question of 

order. ie Clerk will read the bill. 
| The Clerk commenced the reading, but was 
soon interrupted by 
| Mr. SEWARD, who (at five minutes to two 

o’clock, p. m.) moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

*Mr. MILLSON. I rise to make an inquiry 
| in reference to a point of order. The gentleman 
from Illinois having withdrawn his motion to 


I want the whole 


| postpone, I wish to know if the House should | 


now adjourn, or should go into the Committee 


| of the Whole, pending the reading of the bill, it 


| would not go upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. It would fall to the Speak- 
| er’s table. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Vieginia. I desire to dispense 
| with the further reading of this bill; and to that 
| end I move to suspend the rules, to enable me to 
| submit that motion. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


Is that in order? 


The SPEAKER. That motion can be repeated | 
after the reading of the bill has been advanced || 


with. 

Mr. WALKER. Upon the motion to suspend 
the rules I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
114, nays 60; as follows: 


clay, Beli, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Boyce, Bradshaw, 
Branch, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaflee, Bayard Clarke, 
Ezra Clark, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cullen, Darrell, Henry Winter Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, English, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hodges, Hollo- 
way, Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, Kelly, Kennett, King, 
Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 


shall, Maxweli, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, | 


Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennimgton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sew- 
ard, Sherman, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, 


Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, | 


Trippe, Vail, Vaik, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 


dron, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- | 


burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wheeler, Wil- 
liams, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—114. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Ball, Barksdale, Hendley &. | 


Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Brenton, agg ey 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davif- 
son, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ejliott, Foster, Garnett, Goode, 


Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, 
Howard, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kid- 
well, Knight, Leiter, Letcher, Alexander K. Marshall, 
McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Orr, Paine, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Reade, Ruffin, Rust, 


Sandidge, Simmons, Samuel A. Sinith, Talbott, Walker, 


Watkins, Whitney, Wood, and Woodruff—60. 

So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof.) 

The Clerk resumed the readingeof the bill, but 
was interrupted by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Sampeon W Grow, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, | 
| 
| 
| 
i 


YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bar- | 


F 
: ar’, 
| Mr. WALKER, who (at fifteen min 7 
two o’clock, p.m.) moved that the F 
journ. 
The motion was rot agreed to. 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I move that 
rules be suspended, and that the House ~ 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
state of the Union. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr.GARNETT. I move to lay th 
the table. lect “7 
TheSPEAKER. That motion is now 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Would it be in 
| move to recommit the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in orde; at 
| thig time. 
he question was taken on the motion to ad. 

journ; and it was notagreed to. , 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, by, 
was interrupted by p 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the bill is being 
read upon my call, I will withdraw it untij the 
vote be taken upon the motion to lay the bill Upon 
' the table. 
Mr. CRAIGE. 
bill. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I moveto Sus- 
pend the rules, in order to enable me to Offer a 


motion that the further reading of the bill be dis. 
pensed with. 


ules after 
Touse ad. 


Tesolya 
On the 


pending, 
I move that the 


0 rder to 


I call for the reading of the 


that motion this instant, as it were, the Chair 
thinks that it is not in order to repeat it now; 
but the Chair holds, that when the House has 
progressed to any considerable extent with the 
reading of the bill, a motion to dispense with the 
further reading would be in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. To whatextent 
| must the reading proceed before the motion would 
be in order? Qne paragraph has been read since 
the other motion was made. 
| ‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
| in order to repeat the motion at this time. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to lay the appeal 
upon the table. 

Mr. WALKER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 
| Mr. RUFFIN, (at twenty minutes after two 

o’clock, p. m.) I move that the House do now 
|| adjourn. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Curemas, 
|, and Ciark of Connecticut, were appointed, 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
|| —ayes 51, noes 70. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
| rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union. 

|| Mr.STANTON. I understand that a clerk 
in good health and good voice will be able to read 
| this billjn twelve hours. [Cries of ‘ Order!” 
| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I insist on my 
| motion. 

|| Mr. FULLER, of Maine. What would be the 
|| effect on the pending question, if the motion of the 


I call for tellers upon the 











| 


|| gentleman from Tennessee be agreed to? 
|| The SPEAKER- As the question stands, the 
bill will go on the Speaker’s table. 
|| Mr. FLORENCE. Pending that motion, 181 
in order to move to recommit the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I trust we will not 
| go into committee. It is akilling process. _ 
| Mr. WALKER. Is not the pending question 
| before the House the appeal from the decision of 
|| the Chair? 
| The SPEAKER. It is; but pending that, the 
i} genuenees from Tennessee moves to go into the 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
|| The question was put; and the motion was not 
|, agreed to. 
| Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to postpone 
'| the further consideration of this bill and of the 
|| pending motion till—— ; ; 
| The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
| to lay on the table. 


; 


The SPEAKER. The House having negatiyed ' 


1857 


Mr. F 
pone the 
P’The S$ 
be disp 
A moud 
the reae 
which v 
House- 
pill, ane 
one hal 
on the 
Wash! 
that th 
of the | 

sufficie 

the rep 
order. 
Mr. 
state 0 
as | gp 
Mr. 
clusio! 
more | 
The 
was a 
Mr 
desire 
seem: 
exam 

that 1 

with, 

tion ¢ 

the b 

willt 
tee 0 
mov 





lary 2 
= 
nutes after 
House ad. 


that the 
S€ resolya 


Me On the 


bill Upon 


’ pending. 
e that the 


Order to 
n Order at 
on to ad. 
> bill, but 


I is being 
Until the 
bill Upon 


& Of the 


ve to sys. 
LO Offer a 


l| be dis- 


legatived 
@ Chair 
it how; 
Use has 
With the 
with the 


at extent 
Nn would 
ad since 
it is not 
e an ap- 
> appeal 
demand 


ter two 
do now 


pon the 


NGMAN, 
d, 
eported 


hat the 
resolve 
on the 


i clerk 
to read 
der!”’] 
on my 


be the 
1 of the 


ds, the 


Ny 1s it 


I] not 


estion 
ion of 


t, the 
o the 
‘nion. 
as not 


tpone 
f the 


iding 


1857. 











ur. H. MARSHALL. Then! move to post- 





anne the motion till——_ ; | 
P’The SPEAKER. Itis notinorder. It must || 
gisposed of. The Chair will state the question. || 
4 motion was made to ns the rules so that 
the reading of the bill mig 
“hich was negatived by the yeas and nays in the 
Hq suse. Lhe Clerk resumed the reading of the 
1 and having progressed very little more than 
ae half minute therein (as the time was marked 
- the dial) the gentleman from Maine (Mr. | 
Wasusvrn] again moved to suspend the rules so | 
that the House might dispense with the reading | 
of the bill: and the Chair, on the ground that no 
eufficient business had intervened, decides that 
the repetition of the motion at this time is not in 


be 


der. 
. WASHBURN, of Maine. If that is the | 
state of facts I will withdraw my motion. I had, 
as | supposed, heard a full paragraph read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That isa very sensible con- || 
clusion on the part of the gentleman from Maine; || 
more so than usual. [Laughter.] 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and 
was again interrupted by tis |} 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, who said: I 
desire, Mr. Speaker, to submit a motion. There || 
seems to be a desire on the part of the House to 
examine this billfurther, and I therefore propose 
that the further reading of the bill be dispensed 
with,in order that we may take a vote onthe mo- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, to lay 
the billon the table; and if that be voted down, I 
willthen appeal to my colleague on the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, [Mr. Funver, of Maine,] to 

move to postpone this bill till Thursday next. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to Thursday. 
Make it Friday or Saturday. 

Several MemBers objected to the two last-men- 
tioned days. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There is 
objection on all sides to naming Friday. 

Several Members. Make it Monday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Monday is 
suspension day. I propose, therefore, to say to- 
morrow week. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
suspend the rules for the purpose which I have 
indicated—in the first place, to dispense with the 

° . > 
reading of the bill; then to take a vote on the mo- | 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina to lay 
the bill on the table; and then, if that be nega- 
uved, to have it postponed till to-morrow week. 

Mr, CLINGMAN. I hope that motion will || 
not be adopted. 1 ask the yeas and nays on it. || 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. As it is quite | 


evident that nothing can be done here to-day, and |) 


as suflicient has been said to call the attention of || 
the House to this bill, that we may all read it and 
see what is in it, I move that the House do now 
[two anda half o’cldck, p. m.] adjourn. 

Mr. RUFFIN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rurrin and 
SPINNER Were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 43, noes 77. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion of Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is that motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for the House 
to suspend the rules, so that the motion may be 
received. The motion itself is not in accordance 
with the regular order of business. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas || 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. {| 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for tellers on | 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMvutuw | 
and Know.ron were appointed. 

Mr. LETCHER, (at forty minutes past two || 
o'clock.) I move that the House do now ad- || 
journ. 

The motion was not agreed to. ¢ 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 
ayes 104, n@ 23. 
_ So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting | 
in favor thereof.) 


ENROLLED BILL. | 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled || 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act for the® 


i 


relief of Sally T. Mathew 


signed the same. 


cannot be so divided as to have the question taken 
first on dispensing with the further réading of the | 


bill? 


the rules so that it might be introduced. 
| therefore, in order. 


Benson, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, 
Butfinton, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williggpson'R. W. 

Comins, Cragin, Crawiord, Datel, 

Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, 
Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edmundson, 
ence, Thomas J. 
Granger, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hodges, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Keliy, Ken- 
nett, King, Knapp, 
Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, McQueen, Killian Miller, 
Milison, Moore, Morrill, Morrison, Mott, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, | 





COLLECTION DISTRICTS, ETC.——AGAIN. 
Mr. GARNETT, (at a quarter to three, p.m.) 


it be dispensed with; | I move that the House do now adjourn. 


The motion was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on agreeing to the res- 


| olution of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Wasusurne,] that the further reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with; that the vote be taken 
on the motion to lay on the table; and, if said 
motion be negatived, that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed till Tuesday, the 
| 10th instant. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


1 ask the gentleman to in- 


| sert ** Monday, the 9th,”’ instead of ‘* Tuesday, 
the 10th.’’ 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I have no 


objection to that. 


Ihe resolution was so modified. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask if the resolution 


The SPEAKER. It cannot be so divided. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, asked the 


previous question on the passage of the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. TODD. 


I rise to a question of order. 


| The resolution is not in order, inasmuch as it 
embodies two different propositions. 


The SPEAKER. The House has suspended 
It is, 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered. 


Mr. BARCLAY. 


Is ar. amendment now in 


order? 


The SPEAKER. 


It is not, as the previous 


question has been called. 
The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the atlirmative—yeas 122, nays 46; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Allison, Barbour, Bell, 


Bradshaw, Branch, 


Cobb, Colfax, 
Henry Winter Davis, 
De Witt, Dickson, 


D. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Goode, 


Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 


Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, 


Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, 
William 
Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, ‘'hurston, Traf- 
ton, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- , 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 


Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, 


Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wheeler, Williams, 
Winslow, Wood, Woodruil, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, 


John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—122. 


NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barclay, Hendley 8. Ben- 


nett, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, Covode, Craige, Davidson, 


Elliott, Foster, Garnett, Greenwood, Grow, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, 
Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, Kunkel, Lake, 
Letcher, Samuel S. Marshall, MceMullin, Smith Miller, 
Morgan, Murray, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Reade, Roberts, 
Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Talbott, Todd, 
Vail, Walker, Watkins, and We!!ls—46. 

So the resolution was adopted; and the further 
reading of the bill was dispensed with. 

“The question recurred upon the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. McQUEEN asked for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question 


The SPEAKER. - The motion to lay upon 


the table having been negatived, the further con- 


| sideration of the bil, in accordance with the reso- 


lution, is postponed until Monday next. 
ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill 
for the relief of Brevet Major Ja 


[ask the yeas and nays on | 
| agreeing to the resolution. 


yas taken upon the motion to | 
| lay upon the table; and it was not agreed to. 
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s; when the Speaker | the United States Army; when the Speaker 


signed the same. 


STEAM REVENUE CUTTER. 


Mr. PELTON. ILask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back from the Committee 


| on Commerce House bill (No. 251) authorizing 
| the President of the Untted States.to procure a 
| suitable revenue steamer for the port of New 


| 


{} 


| amendments. 


York. It will be recollected that this bill passed 
the House at the close of the last session, and was 
sent to the Senate for its concurrence. It hag 
recently been returned from the Senate with 
The bill, with amendments, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. I now 
ask leave to report it back, with a recommenda- 


tion that the Senate amendments be concurred in. 


Itisan act to authorize the President of the United 
States to procure, by purchase or otherwise, a 
suitable steamer, to be stationed at the port of 
New York asa revenue cutter, for the purpose 
of affording relief to distressed vessels, their pas- 
sengers and crews. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

Mr. PELTON. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to make the report. 

Mr. McMULLIN. This House is too thin ta 
act upon so important a question; and therefore I 
move that the House do now [ten minutes after 
three o’clock] adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. McQUEEN. On the motion to suspend 


| the rules, I ask for the yeas and nays. 


The 


ame and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. 


9H ELPS. I desire to have the amend- 


| ments, which the Senate proposed to this bill, 
| read, 


| 


The amendments were read. 

The question was taken on Mr. Pe.ton’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to—two thirds voting in 
favor thereof. 
| The rules being suspended, 

Mr. PELTON, from the Committee on Com- 
mere, reported’ the bill, and demanded the pre- 
vious question upon agreeing to the Senate 
amendments. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I appeal to the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw the previous ques- 

| tion, to allow me an opportunity to say a few 
| words. 

Mr. PELTON. I cannot withdraw it. 

| Mr. McMULLIN. Then I move to lay the 
| bill upon the table. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Is the bill before the 

| House, or only the amendments? 

| The SPEAKER. The bill carriesall with it. 
The question was taken on Mr. McMouutn’s 

| motion; and it was not agreed to. 

| The previous question was then seconded, and 

| the main question ordered to be put, 

| The amendments of the Senate were then sev- 

erally read and concurred in, as follows: 


First amendment: 


| 


| Inline eight, after the word “steamer,” strike out the 
words, *‘ to be stationed at the port of New York.” 


In line nine, after the words “ revenue cutter,’ strike 
out the words, “‘ and for the purpose of affording relief to 
| distressed vessels, their passengers and crews.”’ 


} 
| 
| Second amendment: 


Third amendment: 


Amend the title so thatit shall read: “ An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to be procured, 
by purchase or otherwise, a suitable steamer as a revenue 
| cutter.”? 


| Mr. PELTON moved that the vote by which 
the amendments were concurred in be reconsid- 
| ered; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN TEXAS. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to report, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, a Senate bill to divide 
the State of Texas into two judicial districts. 

The bill was read for information. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to know if, 
| when the rules are suspended, and this bill ia 
reported, it will be in colts to put into it amend - 
ments, without suspending the rules, so as to 
provide for new district judges and attorneys 
| wherever they want them ? 


| 
| 
} 





Mr.H.MARSHALL. I hope the gentleman 


ames Belger, of || from Tennessee will not embarrass the passage 
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of Uns bill by any operation of thataort. [Laugh- || report and resolution from the Committee on the 
ter. | || Judiciary might be received and considered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am not going | Mr. STANTON. Is it to be considered now? 
to ofler any such amendments, and if any such The SPEAKER. To be considered at this 
amendments are to be offered, I object. time. : 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Then I move to sus- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
pend the rules. of the gentleman from Indianaswhether there is 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to make an inquiry || any report giving the reasons why thé House 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. I see by this || should vote for this resolution? 
bill that the present judge, who has been much Mr. BARBOUR. Yes; there is. 
complained of, is assigned to the eastern district Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, suppose we 
of ‘Texas. In which district does he reside ? have it read. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. In the eastern district | ‘The SPEAKER. It can be read only by unan- 
—at Galveston. } mous consent. ; 

The question recurring on the motion to sus- | 
pend the rules, |, tee now is to have the House fix a time for the 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded |; consideration of this resolution. 
tellers. || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mixer, of |} consent to have the report read. 
Indiana, and Barpovur, were appointed. Mr. FAULKNER objected. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— | Mr. GROW. | understand that the object of 
ayes 97, noes 20. 

The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative. So | 
the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting in || 
favor thereof.) 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move the previous 
question upon the poomage of the bill. | 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 90, | 
noes 25; no quorum voting. 

Mr. FLORENCE ealled for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smiru, of 
‘Tennessee, and Cuark, of Connecticut, were ap- 
yointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 106, noes 19. set down for Monday next. 

So the previous question was seconded, and || The SPEAKER. That bill is postponed by 
the main question ordered; and under its opera- || an ordinary vote; and a motion to suspend the 
tion the bill was ordered to be read a third time, || rules will supersede that business. 
and was accordingly read the third time. | Mr. FLORENCE. Has there been an order to” 

Mr. H. MARSHALL moved the previous || print the report? 
question on the passage of the bill. | The SPEAKER. There has not been. 

The previous question was seconded, and the || Mr. FLORENCE. I make that motion. 
main question aaberel: and under its operation || The motion was agreed to. 
the bill was passed. || And then, on motion of Mr. LETCHER, (at 

Mr. H. MARSHALL moved to reconsider || twelve minutes before four o’clock, p. m.,) the 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and also || House adjourned. 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the || 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 











for the consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. BARBOUR. My object is to have a day 
| appointed by the House for action on this reso- 
I move that the House do |) lution. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
|| ana modifies his motion so that it stands that the 
|| resolution be made a special order. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
|| orders. 
| Mr. LETCHER. If the House adjourns now, 
|| will not this question come up the first thing next 
Monday ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules will be in order next Monday. 


Mr.PHELPS. The collection districts bill is 


I object to special 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 2, 1857. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Srepuen P. Hint. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


IMPEACHMENT OF A JUDGE. | 


Mr. BARBOUR, from the Commiffee on the | 
Judiciary, asked leave to report the following || 
resolutions 


Resolved, That John C. Watrous, United States district EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
judge for the district of Texas, be impeached for high crimes || 


alien | The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
and misdemeanors. | . 
ee ; || Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object; and move that || nicating in obedience to law, an abstract of the 
the House do now (three o’clock and forty-five | returns of the militia of the States and Territo- 
minutes] adjourn. || ries, with their arms, accouterments, and ammu- 

Mr. BARBOUR. I move to suspend the rules || nition; which was, on motion by Mr. WELLER, 
that I may introduce the resolution. || ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask my col-|| He also laid before the Senate a message from 
league {[Mr. Sherman] to withdraw his motion | the Presidentof the United States, communicating, 
to adjourn, till I get an opportunity of submitting || in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
a motion to change the hour of meeting of this || December 23, 1856, certain information respecting 
House to eleven o’clock, a. m. || the pay and emoluments of Lieutenant General 

Several Memsers objected. 


Scott. 
The SPEAKER presented several bills and 1 Mr. PRATT. I move the reference of those 


adverse reports from the Court of Claims. The || papers, without printing, to the Committee on 
bills were referred to the Committee of Claims, 1 Military Affairs. 


and the adverse reports were placed on the Cal- || The motion was agreed to. 


endar of the House. 1] 

Mr. FLORENCE asked and obtained leave to || COURT OF CLAINS. ° 
present and have printed an amendment to the } The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
tariff bill. |, Senate a report of the Court of Claims, made in 

The question was taken on the motion to ad- || obedience to law, of the opinion of that court 
journ; and it was not agreed to. | adverse to the claim of Johnson K. Rogers; and 

The question recurred on Mr. Barsour’s mo- | of the decisions of the court in favor of the claim 
tion to suspend the rules. ! of O. H. Berryman and others; the claim of Na- 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make an inquiry || hum Ward; the claim of David Wood; the claim 
of the gentleman from Indiana. He has pro- |} of John Michel; the claim of Collier H. Minge, 
posed to introduce a resolution. I ask whether |} Philip T. Ellicott, and Lucretia A. Brodie, ad- 
that resolution received the sanction of the Com- || ministratrix of Charles Brodie; the claim of At- 
mittee on the Judiciary, of which he is a mem- || kinson, Rollins&Co.; the claim of Aymar & Co.; 
ber? the claim of Wolfe & Co.; the claim of Stanwood 

Mr. BARBOUR, Certainly itdid. « & Reed; the claim of Samuel A. Way; the claim 

Mr. PHELPS. Is it a unanimous report? of J. D.& M. Williams; the claim of Udolpho 

Mr. BARBOUR. It is not; it has received all || Wood; the claim of Alfred Atkins; the claim of 
the votes but one. || George W. Wales; and the claim of T. B. Wales 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on || & Co.; accompanied by the following bills: 
the motion to suspend the rules, so that the |; Ai bill for the relief of O. H. Berryman; 





_ "THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





I wish to inquire || 


Mr. BARBOUR. The object of the commit- | 


I ask unanimous | 


|| the gentleman from Indiana is to have a time fixed 


| 
| 





it 


|| municate to the Senate copies of all correspondence not 










‘ 
4 "Ne -_,) 
Feb: uary 2, 
A bill for the relief of Nahum Ward: 
| A bill for the relief of David Wood 
of the city of New York; 
|| <A bill for the relief of John Mic! 
|| of the city of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Collier H. Mines Phil 
T. Ellicott, and Lucretia A. Brodie, administre 
trix of Charles Brodie; —_ 
| <A bill for the relief of Atkinson, 
| merchants, of the city of Boston; 
|| A ‘bill for the relief of Aymar & Co 
chants, of the city of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Wolfe & Co. 
of the city of New York; 
|| A bill for the relief of Stanwood & Reed, me; 
|, chants, of Boston; oF 

A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Way 
chant, of the city of Boston; ; 
|, A bill for the relief of J. D. & M. Will; 

merchants, of the city of Boston; 

_ A billforthe relief of Udolpho Wood, merchant 
| of the city of New York; . 
| A billfor the relief of Alfred Atkins, merchant 
|| of the city of New York; ; 
| A bill for the relief of George W. Wales, mer. 
| chant, of the city of Boston; and 
| _A bill for the relief of T. B. Wales & Co. , mer. 
| chants, of the city of Boston. 

The report was, on motion of ‘Mr. Srvagr 
| referred to the Committee on Claims. 


| @ETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


\| Mr. CASS presented a resolution of the Legis. 

|| lature of Michigan, in favor of an appropriation 

| to aid that State in constructing and completing 

a canal around the falls of St. Mary’s, in Michi. 

| gan; which was ordered to lie on the table,-and 
| be printed. 





: merchants 


, 
1€1, Merchant 
’ 


Lollins & Co.. 


«> Mer. 


> merchants, 


» Mer. 


ams, 





| Mr. BROWN presented a petition of citizens 
| of Pike county, Mississippi, praying for the con- 
| firmation of the title of Parham B. Williams to a 
| certain tract of land in that State; which was re- 
7 : = 

| ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| Mr. COLLAMER presented a petition of ciii- 
| zens of Cavendish and its vicinity, in Vermont, 
praying that pensions may be granted to the chil- 
| dren of such officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
| tion as have died without receiving pensions; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

| *Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of mer- 
_ chants, shipmasters, and citizens of Newport, 
| Rhode Island, praying for an appropriation for 
placing one or more vessels on the coast for the 
| relief of vessels in distress, to enable them to gain 
| that harbor; which was referred to the Commitee 
| on Commerce. 


| SAN FRANCISCO VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
| and agreed to: , 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 





| 


| heretofore communicated, between officers of the Army aud 
| the civil authorities of California, relative to the doings of 
| the ** Vigilance Committee” in San Francisco in 1856. 


| EMPLOYMENT OF CAMELS. 
| Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
| nish the Senate with any information in his possession show- 
| ing the results of the trials of the camel as a beast of burden 
| and for the transportation of troops, and showing also the 
| characteristics and habits of the animal, and the number 
| imported up to*the present time. 


ADMISSION OF MINNESOTA AND OREGON. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 

by Mr. Cvtiom, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed the following bills: 

| A bill (H. R. No. 642) to authorize the people 
| of the Territory of Minnesota to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, preparatory to their 
admission into the Union on an equal footing with 
the origina] States; 

A bill (FH. R. No. 7) to authorize the people 
of the Territory of Oregon to cor constitution 








and State government, preparatory their admis- 
sion into the Union on an equal footing with the 
| original States. 

These bills were, onthe motion of Mr. Dove- 
Las, read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. “ 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the 
filowing bills, reported them without amend- | 
wo id (H. R. No. 505) for the relief of John | 
L. Vattier; and 3 ' 

An act (H. R. No. 524) for the relief of Ben- | 
‘amin R. Gantt. 
$ Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 504) for the relief of George F. Baltzell, 
assignee of James P. Roan, reported it without 
amendment. bi 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 498) for the relief of William 
Poole, reported it without amendment. ' 

Mr. BIGGS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported them without amendment: 

‘An act (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Joseph 
Richards, of Berks county, Pennsylvania; and 

An act (H. R. No. 589) for the relief of Henry 
T. Mudd, of Missouri. b 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 575) for the relief of John Huff, of ‘Texas, 
reported it without amendment. : 

Mr. STUARY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petitiop of H. 
W. Benham, administrator of John McN®@il, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
545) releasing to the legal representatives of John 
McNeil, deceased, the title of the United States 
toa certain tragt of land. The bill was read, and 
assed to a second Peading; and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Jane Smith, sub- | 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill(S. No. 546) | 
authorizing Mrs. Jane Smith to enter certain 
lands in the State of Alabama. The bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading; and the | 


report was ordered to be printed. |] 


Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 388) for the relief of Dr. James Morrow, 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported them without amendment: 

An act (H. R. No. 508) for the relief of the | 
heirs of Jacques Godfroy; and | 

An act (H. R. No. 590) for the relief of the | 
heirs and legal representatives of Jeremiah Bryan. | 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WELLER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 
548) establishing a mail route on Puget Sound, in 
Washington Territory; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Post 


‘Office and Post Roads. 


SALLY T. MATHEWS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Cuitom, its Clerk, announced that the | 
House of Representatives agree to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 296) 
for the relief of Sally T. Mathews. 


| 


CAPTAIN THOMAS DUNCAN. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
mittee on Private Land Claims to report back the | 
bill (H. R. No. 587) for the relief of Captain 
Thomas Duncan, of the United States Army, with 
the recommendation thatit pass. Iask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to take up the bill now 
and pass it. It is for the relief of a captain of the 
Army who is about to leave the city, if he has 
not already gone, and merely provides for the | 
location of land on duplicate land warrants, the | 


— of which have been lost through the 
mail, j 






There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
a8 in Come fly of the Whole, to consider the bill. 
It was report to the Senate without amendment, 


ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed, 





. PRESIDENTIAL VOTES. 
Mr BIGLER. I discover, on looking over the | 


lt 


I am directed by the Com- || 


a presidential inauguration, to raise a committee 
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' 
\| ; <—e || been rented by the owner, it would have presented 
|| the custom on the 31st day of January preceding || a different question, but they were foreil 


ly taken 
| possession of by our troops, and while thus ocet- 


in each branch of Congress for the purpose of || pied were consumed by fire. 


examining into the mode of counting and determ- 

ining the votes for President. With a view to 

that purpose, [ offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed. to join such 


i 


committee as may be appointed by the House of Repre- | 


sentatives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining 
the votes for President and Vice President of the United 

| States, and of notifying the persons elected of their elec- 
uuon. 


| The bill was read a third time and passed. 
WOLF ISLAND. 

| Mr. FOOT. I miove to take up the resolution 
| (S. R. No. 30) concerning Wolf Island. 

| Mr. GEYER. I prefer that that resolution 
| should be postponed for the present. It presents 
| a very important subject, proposing to dispose 
| of a material point of controversy between the 


The resolution was ‘considered by unanimous | States of Missouri and*Kentucky—a question of 


| consent, and agreed to. 
Mr. BIGLER. I suggest that the committee 
consist of three members. 


|| jurisdiction, 


As I am not in a condition this 
| morning to do justice to the interests of the State 
which | have the honor in part to represent, I 


It was so ordered; and the President pro tem- || prefer that the resolution should be postponed for 
on appointed, on the part of the Senate, as mem- || a day or tavo at least. 


ers of the committee, Messrs. Bieter, Bensa- 
MIN, and Foor. 


RANSDELL PEGG. 


On motion of Mr. WADE, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


the bill (H.. R. No. 336) for the relief of Ransdell 


|| Pegg; which directs the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to pay him $108 50, being the amount of 
ditference between the pay received by him a8 a 
watchman at the east wing of the Patent Office 
and that received by other watchmen of that 
building, from the 23d of July, 1849, to the Ist 
of October, 1850. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || 


third time, and passed. 
NAVAL DESERTIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to take up the motion | 


to reconsider the vote on the resolutions of the 
Senator from Texas relative to desertions from 
the Navy since 28th February, 1855, and other 
subjects concerning the naval service. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
agreed to reconsider the vote on the passage of 
the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the resolution 
be passed over informally, as the chairman of 
the Naval Committee is not present, and I do not 
wish to take any advantage of his absence’. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM F. BMSSELL. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
| of William F’. Russell, of Florida, reported a bill 
(S. No. 547) for his relief; which was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
passed at once. No debate is necessary in regard 
to it. Itis to appropriate $1,200 to pay for two 
houses which, while in possession of our troops 
in Florida, were accidentally burnt. 

There being no objection, the bill for the relief 
of William F. Russell, of Florida, was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 


| the Whole. 
Its object is to direct the Secretary of War to 

pay him $1,200 in full remuneration for the loss | 

| sustained by him at Fort Capron, Florida, on the | 


| 15th of December, 1853, by the burning of his 
two houses, then in the occupancy of the United 
| States troops. 


p : \|| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
The Senate concurred in the report. | 


| amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I should like to hear 


| under what circumstances those houses were 
| burnt. 
} 
\ 
| 


Mr. JOHNSON. The circumstances were || 


these: There were two very humble tenements at 


| the fort, and they were, under the orders of. the | 
| commanding officer, taken possession of for the | 
While in their | 


| use of the troops temporarily. 
ossession the two houses were burnt down. 


1 he committee have investigated the facts, and 

The whole | 
| case is proved without difficulty. The committee | 
|| were entirely satisfied on investigation that the || 


«they are satisfactory and conclusive. 


amount charged is very cheap, being only $600 
for each house. I think it probable the amount 
will grow if you let it rest, and therefore it is 
| better to pass it at once. 
Mr. 





gainst the consent of the owner. 


| 
' 


1} 


}| assigning it fora particular day but for one rea- 


Mr. STUART. I hope the Senator from Mis- 
souri will allow the veneaeia to be taken up and 
assigned for some particular day, 

Mr. GEYER. Certainly. If that is the ob- 
ject, I have no objection. 

Mr. FOOT. That was not my purpose in call- 
ing for the consideration of the resolution. My 
| purpose was to have it considered at the present 
| ume; butif the Senators from Missouri and Ken- 
tucky, whose constituents are particularly and 
| directly interested in this question, ave not ready 
| for its consideration at the present time, certainly 
| | defer to their convenience and wishes entirely. 
| I will now move to take it up, with a view to as- 
sign it for a particular day. 

Mr. GREEN. I should have no objection to 


'son: | see by the public papers that the Legis- 

lature of Missouri have adopted a memorial on 
| the same subject, and that memorial has not yet 
| been received. When received, this question 
may come up at any time; but I can say for my- 
self and my colleague, that we should like to 
| have the benefit of that memorial in considering 
| the subject. 


|| The motion to take up the resolution was 


agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. What day will the Senator from 
| Missouri indicate ? 
| Mr. GEYER. 
day. 

Mr. FOOT. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject until Thursday next, 





Some early day—say Thurs- 


\| at one o’clock, and make it the special order for 


that hour. 


Mr. WELLER. 


{ doubt very much the pro- 


|| priety of making special orders until we dispose 


I ask that this bill may be || 


|| of the general appropriation bills. They must 
certainly be acted on, and special orders often- 
| times interfere with them. 

|| Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that it would be 
| better to postpone the joint resolution to Thurs- 
| day, without making ita special order. There 
| is a great deal in the suggestion of the Senator 
from California. : 

Mr. FOOT. Special orders, like general orders, 
are always in the control of a majority of the 
| Senate. If a majority are disposed to give pre- 
cedence to any other subject at that time, they 
'| can do so. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAW. 


Mr. ADAMS. I move to take up the bill (S. 
| No. 347) to establish a Department of Law, and 
| to prescribe certain duties of the Auditors and 
| Comptrollers of the Treasury. At tlie hour of 
| one, if we should not be through with the con- 
sideration of the bill, I shall consent to yield it 
to the Indian appropriation bill. My impression 
is that it will take but avery shorttime. I should 
like to have some progress made in its considera- 
tion now. 

Mr. HUNTER. With the understanding that 
the Senator will give way at one o’clock, | shall 
not object to the motion. . 

The motion was agreed to; and the“Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

It proposes to constitute the existing office of 
Attorngy General a Department, to be denomin- 
| ated the Department of Law, of which the At- 
|| torney General for the time -being is to be the 





ELLER. These houses were taken || pgincipal officer, who is to perform all the duties 
possession of by order of the commanding officer || now belonging to the office of Attorney General, 
bea. If they had |} and such as may be required of him by law.. He 
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is Lo cause to be prepared, recorded, and trans- 
mitted, all appointments and commissions in the 





i 


judiciary of the United States, and of all special | 


commissioners or other officers not under the di- 
rection of any other Department; but no such 
commission is to be recorded until attested by the 
Attorney General. It is to be his duty to super- 
intend and direct the district attorneys of the 
United States in the transaction of their official 
duties, inall instances he may deem necessary and 
proper; to superintend and direct the Solicitor of 
the Treasury and the business of that office; and 
to that end the Solicitor, (who is hereafter to’ be 
styled the Solicitor of the United States,) and 
the clerks and messenger, together with all the 
books and papers of that office, are transferred to 
the Department of Law. The supervisory power 
now exercised by the Secretary of the Interior 
over the accounts of the marshals, clerks, and 
other officers of the courts of the United States, 
is to be exereised by the Attorney General. 

The commissions of all officers of the United 
Btates are to be made out, recorded, and, when 
necessary, countersigned and sealed in the De- 
partment, under the sypervision of the heads of 
which those officers may respectively be required 
to act, or to which they belong. 

Hereafter it is froposed to be made the duty of 
the First Auditor to audit and adjust all accounts, 
disbursements, claims, and expenditures, of what- 
soever nature and description, that may arise or 
be unsettled in the Department of the Treasury; 
the Second Auditor those of the Department of 
the Interior, exce pt the accounts of the General 
Land Office and Patent Office, which are to be 
settled as at present. The Third Auditor, those 
of the Department of War; the Fourth Auditor, 
those of the Navy Department; the Fifth Auditor, 
those of the Departments of State and Law; the 
Sixth Auditor, those of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. All accounts audited by the First and 
Fifth Auditors are to be revised and comptrolled 
by the First Comptroller; those audited by the 
Second, Third, and Fourth Auditors, are to be 
revised and comptrolled by the Second Comp- 
troller. 7 

When the bill was last under consideration, 
Mr. Apams offered the following amendment, as 
an additional section: 

Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be appointed by the Pres- 
ident, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate ; 
and that this act shall take effect and be in force from and 


aiter the 4th of March next; and that all laws inconsistent 
with this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. ADAMS. There are some prior amend- 
ments to be offered, and, the question on that 
amendment can remain until the other amend- 
ments are disposed of. ° 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment will be passed over for the present. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wil very briefly explain to 
the Senate the objects and purposes of this bill. 
The first’section creates a Law Donnvunent. To 
this, some objections have been suggested; but I 
beg leave to call the attention of the Senate to the 


fact that there is no additional power attached to | 
this Department, and no expense incurred by its | 


ereation, 
a legal form to what already exists. 
ney General is a Cabinet officer; he is the legal 
adviser of the President and of the heads of the 
Departments; yet his office is not, in the language 
of the law, a Department of the Government. 
This bill. creates it a Deparment, and makes the 
Attorney General the head of it, without confer- 
ring additional powers or incurring additional 
expense. 

The next feature is to transfer the office of the 
Solicitor of the Treasury tothe Law Department, 
and tomake him the Solicitor of the United States. 
He is now called the Solicitor of the Treasury; 
yet he has duties to perform relating to all the 
different Departments. He is really as much the 


This section merely gives a name and | 


The Attor-| 


Soflcitor®f any of the other Departments as of | 


the Treasury Department. It being a legal office, 
and he being subject, in his legal opinions, to the 
Attorney General, it is deemed right and proper 
to place him under the control of the Law De- 
partment. 

The next feature of the bill is, to give to each 


one of the Departments an Auditor of its own. | 


Under existing laws this is not the case. Take 
for, lustration, the Interior Department; its 





accounts are audited and settled by four different 
Auditors’ offices. Experience in the Post Office 
Department has shown the great facilities and 


| advantages accruing to the public service by giving | 


to each Department its own Auditor. To this pro- 
vision, I believe, there is no objection. I am con- 
fident there is no Senator on this floor, who has 
occupied a position in any Cabinet, who will not 
indorse the propriety and necessity of this ar- 
rangement. Upon that subject I beg leave to call 
the attention of the Senate to an amendment 


which will be proposed by my friend from Mary- | 


land, [Mr. Pearge,}] to which I have no objec- 
tion—in fact, | approve of the amendment sug- 
gested by him. Itis only to alter the phraseology 
of the bill. The Committee on Retrenchment 
used, as they supposed, proper and appropriate 
language in assigning to the different Auditors the 
duties to be performed by them. The Senator 
from Maryland, however, has looked into the 
original acts on the subject, and will offer an 
amendment conforming the phraseology of the 
‘bill to the language which has been used hereto- 
fore in reference to these duties, and which has 
received its construction from the Departments. 
I think it a good suggestion, and | approve en- 
tirely of the amendment which he will propose. 
The last amendment, one which I have myself 
proposed, is simply to have the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
This provision is to take effect from and after the 
4th of March. Every officer of the same grade, 


'as far as I know, is thus appointed, with that 


| appointed. 


exception. How that happens to be an exception, 
unless it is an oversight, 1 do not know. Cer- 
tainly that officer ought to be appointed as all 
other officers of the same grade oa character are 
If the Senate should differ from me 
in regard to every other feature of the bill, lL hope 
they will concur with me in this provision, and 
pass it. 

The whole object of the bill is simply to har- 
monize the business of the different Departments, 
and facilitate the transaction of the public busi- 
ness. During the inclement weather which we 
now have, the Senate will appreciate the incon- 
venience of the clerks having to travel miles to 
four or five different Departments to have their 
little accounts audited. Every one will certainly 
see the propriety ofgge proposed bill. 

1 have an amendment to the first section of the 
bill which was introduced some time since. It 
now reads, in the third line of the first section, 
‘* that from and after the passage of thisact,’’ &c. 
I move to strike out the words ‘* passage of this 
act,’’ and insert ‘* the 4th of March next,’’ and 


| then the other amendments will be proposed by 


my friend from Maryland. 
The amendment was agreed to. . 


Mr. PEARCE. I desire to amend this bill, 
as suggested by the Senator from Mississippi. I 
have no objection to the fourth section, the object 
of which is to transfer certain accounts to Audit- 


' ors not now charged with their consideration. At 
| present, as | understand, some of the Army ac- 


counts, for example, are divided into items, and 
it is necessary to send one account to two or three 
different officers for adjustment—one portion of 


| the account being, as the Jaw at present stands, 


under the supervision of one Auditor, and another 
portion under the supervision of a different Aud- 
itor, I believe itis desired at the Departments 
that an Auditor shall be assigned to each Depart- 
ment. That is the object of the fourth section. 
The purpose of my amendment to that section is 
imele to adopt the language which has hereto- 
fore been ae in the laws regulating the duties 
of the different Auditors. I think it 1s important 
to adhere to the old language, because we under- 
stand its meaning and know the construction 
heretofore given to it. We do not know what 
construction may be given to the new language 
employed in the billas itstands. For that reason, 
I propose this amendment as a substitute for the 
fourth section: 

‘That as soon as may be practicable, after the passage of 
this act, it shall be the duty of the First Anditor to receive 
all accounts accruing in the Treasury Department, of what- 
soever nature or description, and after examination to cer- 
tify the balance and transmit the accounts, with the vouch- 
ers and certificate, to the First Comptroller for his decision 
thereon; that it shall be the duty of the Second Auditor to 


receive all accounts, of whatsoever nature or description, 
accruing in the Department of the Interior, (except = 
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| account of the General Land Office and Patent Office. w 
shall be settled as at present,) and after examination to 

| tify the balance and transmit the accounts, with the Bess 
ers and certificate, to the Second Comptroller for his aa 
thereon ; that it shall be the duty of the Third Auditor 
receive all accounts, of whatsoever nature and deserj tie = 
accruing in the Department of War, and after ex Ption, 


. AM Nati 
to certify the balance and transmit the accounts Wit! we 
, “it the 


| vouchers and certificate, to the Second Comptrot 
decision thereon; that it shall be the duty of the Fours 
Auditor to receive all accounts, of whatsoever sateen 
description, accruing in the Department of the N 


a . 2 Navy, 
after examination to certify the same and transmit an 
counts, with the vouchers and certificate, to the ae 


Comptroller for his decision thereon ; and it shall be 
of the Fifth Auditor to receive all accounts, of wh 
nature and description, accruing in the Departments of g; 

and Law, and after examination to certify the balance ae 
transmit the accounts, with the vouchers and certificate 
to the First Comptroller for his decision thereon. Ang the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department shall hereafter he 
called the Sixth Auditor, whose duty it shall be to receine 
and adjustali accounts as at present provided by law. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury shal! direct the transfer of aij 
books and accounts relating to the business, and such Clerks 


employed therein as will give proper force and effect tO this 
act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


| will now come up on the amendment of the Sep. 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] to add the 
following as a new section: 


Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Assistant See. 
retary of the Treasury shall be appointed by the Presiden, 
by and with the consent of the Senate, and that this act 
shall take effect, and be in force, from and after the 4th of 
March next, and that all laws inconsiggent With this act be 
and the same are hereby, repealed. ; 


The@&mendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 
the Whole were concurred in. * 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore® The question 
is, ‘* Shall the bill be engro#¥ed, and read a third 
time ?”’ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, on that 
question I wish to say that I think it isa little ' 
questionable whether we ought, without more 
consideration, and a more particular examination 
of this bill, to undertake so far to change the 
administration of the Government as to create 
| this new Department. I should net venture to 
| speak of my experience as any standard on the 

subject, if one greatly better qualified had not long 
/ago made the remark, that there was no man in 
| the United States capable of discharging prop- 
erly, and with due consideration, the duties of 
Attorney General. So Mr. Wirt said twenty 
years ago; he said that no human intellect was 
capable of doing it. Now, sir, although J think 
there has not been a proportionate advance in the 
human intellect since that day, we are for crowd- 
ing on that officer various other laborious and 
important duties, requiring personal attention. | 
| do not know how, consistently with the proper 
| discharge of all these new duties, he can perform 
| that most important part of all his duties—giving 
| opinions upon all legal questions that may arise 
in the transaction of the business of the various 
Departments of the Government. 1] think we are 
about to make an experiment not without some 
hazard. 

Again, sir, if it is found best to transfer addi- 
tional duties to that office, the President of the 
United States is perfectly competent to do it. The 
duties now proposed to be transferred to the 
| Attorney General are, by the law as it exists, 
exercised by the Secretary of the Interior. The 
President may give to the Attorney General, if 
he chooses, the consideration and administration 
of any of these matters appertaining to the legal 
business of the Government. I know that was 
the opinion of a former President of the United 
States, and I do not know that there is any 
ground to question it. As-the expedition of the 
public business or the good of the public service 
may require it to be done, it is now competent to 
eho the additional duties devolve on that officer; 
but I doubt the propriety of our attempting, by 
this bill, to create a new Department. | 

However, sir, although I entertain these doubts, 
I am not prepared to make any proposition ot 
amendment. I doubt exceedingly the propriety 
of the bill, except as relates to the fourth section. 
The fourth section is an importagg@glement of the 
bill—that each Department shall Waeve an account 
ing officer,‘with whose affairs he will have famil- 
iarity, and he will dispatch the business with 
| greater facility than is now done when one officer 
ie to interfere with the accounts of three or four 
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